








VOL. XVI NO. 2 MAY 8, 1957 





The Meeting of the Ninety-Seventh General Assembly 
Presbyterian Church U.S. 
in Birmingham, Alabama 


(Pages 2-16) 


By Dr. John R. Richardson 


ewes 





Bible Study for Circle Bible Leaders on 
“Jesus and Citizenship” 


Lesson No. 6—PLENTY AND WANT 


Prepared by Rev. Morton H. Smith 





= = 
—— Pr 


—EDITORIAL— Sabbath School Lesson for May 19 
What—No Cross? 
Now It Can Be Told 


Youth Program, May 19 


Helps to Understanding Scripture 


News of Churches Readings in Day by Day 





9q uUopZuTyUSeM 
UOTSTATC suoTssesoy JeTYD 
oxG ssoersucy yo ATeIQTY 








Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Editor 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Associate Editor 
Rev. Wade C. Smith, Associate Editor 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Weaverville, N.C. 
Asheville, N. C. 








Mr. Chalmers W. Alexander 
Rev. W. W. Arrowood, D.D. 


Dr. Gordon H. Clark 

Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 
Rev. B. Hoyt Evans 

Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 





Weaverville, N.C. 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D. Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. 


Rev. Chas. G. McClure, D.D. 
Dr. J. Park McCallie 
Rev. John Reed Miller, D.D. 


Rev. Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Rev. George Scotchmer 

Rev. Robert Strong, S.T.D. 
Rev. Cary N. Weisiger, III, D.D. 
Rev. W. Twyman Williams, D.D. 





RPMWiIITOCRIiA L 


What—No Cross? 


There is abroad in the land today an empha- 
sis which, if carried very far, can become a 
distortion of the Gospel > Jesus Christ and 
therefore do great harm. To these exponents 
of the Christian message, becoming a Christian 
carries with it the inevitable corollary that life 
will become succeeding days of sweetness and 
light. 


Where there is salvation there is first redemp- 
tion; where there is a crown there is first a 
cross; where there is victory there is first a 
battle. 


Christ has never promised His followers a 
life of ease; nor has he promised that we shall 
be freed from sorrow, distress, suffering and 
other stresses to which the flesh is heir. 


What He has promised, and what He will 
give, is grace sufficient to meet these con- 
tingencies of life and in so doing transform 
them into renewed experiences of His loving 
presence and comfort. 


There is a phrase which is relevant to this 
matter: “He saves, He keeps, He satisfies.” 


The Christian experience has its beginning 
in our salvation from sin. Until Christ be- 
comes our Saviour He can never be the Lord 
of our lives. Therefore any emphasis on His 
keeping and satisfying presence must be predi- 
cated on His first becoming our Saviour. 


A religion which places its emphasis on the 
good things we get out of it — a changed per- 
sonality, a buoyant outlook, a joyous approach 


to life’s problems, may not be Christianity 
at all. 


It is impossible to overstate the peace, com- 
fort and hope which come to those who have 
given their hearts and lives to Christ. But Christ 
comes first and He is the object of and not inci- 
dental to our faith 
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The joy of being a Christian is primarily one 
of a restored relationship with God through 
His Son. The responsibility of being a Chris- 
tian is that we shall glorify Him. And it can 
well be that we must glorify Him in trial and 
sorrow, not in a life devoid of these things. 


Being a Christian means that we have been 
redeemed; it also means an endless battle with 
the world, the flesh and the devil; and it means 
daily cross bearing. No one is carried to the 
skies on flowery beds of ease, nor is life an 
endless succession of pleasant picnics with happy 
interludes. 


But, if Christ, God’s Son, is ours by an act 
of faith and commitment on our part we will 
find that joy and peace and hope are ours, 
regardless of the circumstances in which we may 
find ourselves. 


—L.N.B. 


Now It Can Be Told 


Father John E. Kelly’s warning to Catholics 
not to attend the Billy Graham Crusade meet 
ings in Madison Square Garden and his furthet 
warning to them not to listen to Mr. Graham 
on the Hour of Decision are interesting, and 
as has been true in the past, the warnings help 
to greatly increase the number of Catholics who 
are converted. 


When the following day a Catholic bishop 
in Providence said that Father Kelly spoke fot 


himself only the situation became even more 
interesting. 


From Boston to New Orleans; at home and 
abroad, thousands of Catholics have been con- 
verted in Mr. Graham’s campaigns. At one 
meeting a Catholic priest, dressed in civilian 
garb, said that he counted a total of fourteen 
priests that he knew in the audience, and they 


were not all there to spy on their parishioners 
either. 
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In one 
hundred Catholics were converted. One woman 


campaign a known total of over six 


told a counsellor: “I went to my priest and 
asked him if | might attend Mr. Graham's 
me He replied, ‘No, to which I said: 
‘Well, I am going anyway.’ His rejoinder was: 
‘I do not blame you, I wish I could go too’.” 


Following a similar warning given by a Cath- 
olic Cardinal in Manila, it was estimated that 
there were over thirty thousand Catholics in 
the banned meeting. 


On the other hand there have been Catholic 
leaders who have had the breadth of outlook 
and courage to openly approve of these cam- 
paigns. Following the Boston Campaign eight 
years ago Archbishop Cushing wrote an editorial 
in his own Catholic paper under the heading 
“Bravo Billy,” in which he said that at these 
meetings the Gospel had been preached in a 
way which should shame some Protestants he 
knew. 


A few months ago the writer flew across the 
Pacific in a plane carrying one of the world’s 
best known Catholic Cardinals. At the con- 
clusion of the flight, having already spoken 
with warm approval of Mr. Graham’s work, 
he said, “When you see Dr. Graham please give 


him my personal regards — he is doing a great 
work.” 


In Father Kelly’s recent warning he gives 
grudging credit to Mr. Graham as a person and 
makes this revealing admission: “So well con- 
structed are his sermons, so interwoven is true 
and false doctrine, so forceful and persuasive in 
ss delivery, that even a fairly well instructed 

Catholic may be deceived.” 


The “false doctrine” to which Father Kelly 
refers is Mr. Graham’s failure to recognize the 
Roman Catholic as the “true Church.”  Be- 
cause of this those converted in his meetings 
are only “half saved,” according to Father Kelly. 


The futility of trying to bind the Word of 
God or the preaching of the Gospel is inadver- 
tently admitted in Father Kelly’s article for he 
roe says that “some thousands of Roman 

Catholics in the New York area are praying 
with this ordained Baptist minister,” and fur- 
ther states that he predicts that Catholic at- 
tendance at the Garden meetings “will be close 
to, if not in, the five-figure bracket.” 


Literally tens of thousands of God’s people 
are praying for the New York Campaign. That 
some of these are Catholics is evidence of heart 
hunger and also of deep concern for world con- 
ditions. 


There is every reason to believe that Madison 
Square Garden will be the most prayed for 
spot in the history of the world. Because of 
these prayers we can expect God to do a mighty 
thing. 


To Him will be all the glory. 
L.N.B. 


The Ninety-Seventh 
General Assembly 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 





The South Highland Presbyterian Church of 
Birmingham was the host for the 97th General 
Assembly. The Pastor, Dr. Frank Alfred Mathes, 
Associate Pastor, Rev. Eugene Poe, and the 
Entertainment Committees anticipated every 
need and comfort of the Commissioners. The 
Church facilities, recently renovated and _ air- 
conditioned, the Sanctuary, Educational Build- 
ing and new Chapel were all employed for the 
various meetings of the Assembly. No Church 
could have surpassed South Highland in genu- 
ine Christian hospitality. 


Pre-Assembly Conference on Evangelism 


The Pre-Assembly conference on Evangelism 
has grown steadily for the past seven years. This 
Conference began Wednesday afternoon April 
24 with a devotional conducted by Dr. Stuart R. 
Oglesby, Jr., of Atlanta, Ga. John 17:11,12 
served as the basis for his reflections on the 


spiritual unity required for successful Evange- 
lism. 


Dr. George E. Sweazey, pastor of the Hugue- 
not Memorial Church of Pelham, N. Y., led 
a panel discussion on Personal Evangelism. One 
of the most encouraging signs in Christendom 
today, noted Dr. Sweazey, is the increasing evi- 
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dence of the growing sense of lay vocation in 
the Church. Lay members are realizing more 
and more that service belongs to Christ all 
through the day. Quoting St. Jerome to the 
effect that “Baptism is the ordination of the 
laity,’ the leader recalled that in the early 
Church the person who came out of paganism 
and received Christian Baptism was instructed 
to put his hand on his head and say “Woe is 
me if I preach not the Gospel.” 


A Church is sick, insisted Dr. Sweazey, if 
it has to hire someone to do all the work of 
evangelism for it. This, he said, is the respon- 
sibility that Christ has placed upon each Chris- 
tian. “Never forget it,” he continued, “the 
Christian’s first responsibility is to be a witness 
for Christ.” He observed, “No minister can 
take the place of 500 members who should be 
doing this work. The people and minister must 
do it together.” 


Dr. Robert F. Jones, Pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Fort Worth, Texas, con- 
ducted a seminar on “The Care of New Mem- 
bers.” Assimilation and training are all parts 
of evangelism, said Dr. Jones. The path from 
the front door to the back door is short in 
most churches. We must learn better ways of 
holding new members. Babes in Christ need 
spiritual nurture. Illustrating this idea, he 
said, the contractor of a new building completes 
it and leaves it, going on to a new project, but 
the Church never completes its task on this 
earth. 


‘Several specific suggestions were offered for 
“the successful care of New Members”: 


1. Try to help the new member understand 
the step he has taken. Unless he sees this he 
will remain immature and uninformed. Every 
new communicant must know what it means 
to be a true follower of Christ and a good 
church member. 


2. The session must take the lead in caring 
for the new member. No one minister can take 
care of all the new members coming into the 
Church. It requires a large amount of man- 
power to carry out this task. 


3. The Deacons should visit the new mem- 
ber, give a sincere welcome and put a packet 
of materials in his hands. The Deacons should 
develop in each member the grace of liberality. 


4. The new member should be invited into 
the homes of the officers and members of the 
Church. This fellowship is of great value. 


Dr. Colin W. Williams, Professor of His- 
torical Theology in Garrett Biblical Institute 
and leader in Australian Evangelistic efforts, 
delivered two forceful addresses. The first was 
“The Challenge to World Evangelism.” Dr. 
Williams opened his message by affirming “The 
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Charter of our world evangelism is given to 
us directly by our Lord, He who, by right, 
owns the World.” Because of this fact, it is im- 
portant, the Australian stated, to “look at the 
nature of Evangelism as presented in the Gos- 
pels.” From the beginning of His ministry on 
earth, Christ has given the invitation: “Come 
and follow me, and I will make you fishers of 
Men.” 


“Christ is the primary Evangelist. There can 
only be evangelists in the real sense, if they 
are trained in His company. To become an 
evangelist requires a close relationship with 
Christ the Evangel. 

“Indeed,” Dr. Williams continued, “the story 
of the Gospels is the transformation of disciples 
into evangelists. It took a long time to train 
men as evangelists, even though Christ Himself 
did it. It is still the work of Christ the Evangel 
to train others in His way, and to train them 
to an acceptance of His guidance. 


“Evangelism is a corporate effort,” Dr. Wil 
liams declared. “It is never a free-lance activity. 
It must be within the fellowship of the Church. 
Evangelism is the activity of the Church which 
has as its objective the deepening of the com- 
mitment of the members and the winning of 
those who have not become members.” 


Dr. Williams then entered on a discussion 
of the social climate in which the church finds 
itself. “The Reformers assumed the purpose 
of the Church was to permeate the whole fabric 
of the culture and society. It was also assumed 
that the Christian Faith was a part of every 
child’s life, and therefore that evangelism was 
a part of natural growth. We face an entirely 
different problem today. The vast majority of 
our people are now de-Christianized. They 
are, Christianly speaking, illiterate. Even within 
the Church this is too often true. There are 
vast sections of our population who are not 
even nominal Christians. 


“So, we have many in the Church who are 
unaware of the tensions between the life of 
the Spirit and the life of the world. This is 
the dimension of the crisis which faces the 
Church today. 


“We Protestants too often take an incomplete 
view of the doctrine of the priesthood of all 
believers. It does not mean simply that each 
believer has direct access to Christ. It means 
that all have responsibility to the world, not 
just the minister. It is the doctrine of the re. 
sponsibility of every believer to present Christ 
to the world.” 


Dr. Williams concluded his first address by 
emphasizing these points: 


“First, we must rediscover the Scriptural doc- 
trine of the Church, and its charter for the 
mission of the world. 
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“Second, we must face the fact that we have 
largely misled our people. We have given them 
an idea it is easy to be an evangelist, that all 
that is required is a pleasant personality and 
some fancy methods. Unless they put them- 
selves under the school of Christ the Ev angelist, 
they cannot be real evangelists, and unless they 
work within the framework of the Church, they 
will fail. 


“Third, we have to reconsider our doctrine 
of the ministry, and see that we have fallen 
prey to the never-ending peril of imperialism. 
The Protestant Church is actually priest-ridden 
at times, so much to be now put upon the 
minister. He is overworked, and instead of 
being the one who trains others into effective 
evangelists, he is engrossed in details of admin- 
istration, church politics, and preaching alone. 
The layman, who is there to be the evangelist, 
does nothing. 


“These are the essential dimensions of the 
evangelistic challenge of this day. We must rec- 
ognize what it means to be transformed in this 
world, and not conformed to it. 


“All over the world there is a new sense of 
the missionary task of the Church. This mis- 
sionary task is not separate in any way from 
the other phases of the work of the Church— 
it is one. The whole meaning of the Church 
is that the Church is missions — to all the 
people of all the world.” 


In his second address, Dr. Williams had as 
his subject “Lessons We Can Learn From The 
Mission to Australia,” an evangelistic effort in 
which he played a major role through prepar- 
ing study material on which training for the 
mission was based. 


Describing the job given Dr. Alan Walker, 
“with no money and no organization for doing 
the job.” Dr. Williams related how business- 
men provided the funds, and a Jew, just con- 
verted to Christianity, placed the facilities of 
his advertising agency, the largest in Australia, 
at the disposal of the mission. 


“The Mission to the Nation was a spectacular 
success in one sense. Vast amounts of space 
in press and much time over the radio were 
given. Huge crowds turned out for mass meet- 
ings in stadia. And churchmen managed to 
reach many groups that never before would 
listen to them. They were invited to talk to 
union meetings, and even at half-time of foot- 
ball games. 


“At the end of the first year, however, when 
we sought to evaluate our efforts, we reached 
some disappointing conclusions,” Dr. Williams 
related. “We found that the mission to the 
Nation was way out ahead of the Church. That 
ministers and laymen were not speaking the 
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language of the need of the people. So it be- 
came my task to prepare material for them to 
train them in modern evangelism. 


“The Mission to the Nation showed a gen- 
eral willingness to listen to the Gospel, but 
little awareness on the part of the Church that 
evangelism cannot be carried on by great orators 
alone, but must be done by the whole body 
of the Church. 


“As Alan Walker states, it is no good put- 
ting the Christian faith in the vacuum of past 
terminology. Unless the Gospel is tied to the 
concrete situations of daily life, you are not 
preaching for conversion. We must insist, 
Walker says, on showing all the problems of 
living. 


“Also, we must ask what is the Church? The 
Church is not just a fellowship. Its fellowship 
is totally different from that of the Rotary or 
Kiwanis Club, in which the fellowship is of 
similar interest, similar backgrounds, similar 
problems, similar social positions. Instead, the 
Church is made up of people who cannot, 
humanly speaking, get along together. God 
breaks down the human distinctions and bar- 
riers. We have no mission to the world unless 
we come to recognize the fact of the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit. 


“Because our fellowship is different, we can 
now be called the third Race: Neither Jew 
nor Gentile, made of one flesh in the Body 
of Christ. By faith alone this is our transformed 
living relationship. This is the mission of the 
Church. Our Church, like yours, awaits the 
time when the ministry and the laity will grasp 
this understanding of the Body of Christ: not 
Methodist and Presbyterian: not Australian and 
American: not one race or another, but one 
nation in the fellowship of Jesus Christ.” 


Dr. John F. Anderson, Jr. ,pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Dallas, delivered three 
stimulating addresses to the Pre-Evangelistic 
Conference. The initial message challenged the 
whole church to engage in soul winning. The 
speaker observed, “There is serious sickness in 
the body of Christ. Too often we have calmed 
ourselves with the ‘Milltowns’ of new programs 
when we should have energized ourselves with 
the vitamins of power from on High.” Strolling 
through the story of the early chapters of Acts, 
Dr. Anderson gave certain suggestions to serve 
as a sort of check on the individual church back 
home. 


“The first sign of success we see,” remarked 
the speaker, “is that they understood their 
problem completely It is the whole 
man that must be redeemed. The church’s task 
is to treat the entire being.” The number two 
sign of success, continued the speaker, was their 
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determination to speak out the message proudly. 
Presbyterians were warned that “in our effort 
to be tolerant, we stumble into universalism if 
we are not careful. In giving the whole plan 
of redemption we must always assert that Christ 
alone can save the whole man.” Still another 
reason for success, continued the speaker, was 
that these early Christians “knew their Saviour 
personally. They had had a genuine, first-hand 
experience. The individual priesthood 
of believers must find application in our visita- 
tion evangelists. We can be really effective only 
as we have an ecstatic, intimate, immediate ex- 
perience with Christ as personal Saviour and 
friend.” 


One more thing, insisted the speaker, char- 
acterized the successful efforts of the New Tes- 
tament — “they prayed for God’s help earnest- 
ly.” Driving home this point, the speaker de- 
clared, “Anyone can organize a visitation pro- 
gram. It takes God to supply fire of the Spirit 
to give the energy.” 


This first address concluded with a telling 
illustration that came out of one of the great 
battles in World War II. General Patton was 
asked, “How do you know you will succeed 
here, General?” “I'll tell you how,” the colorful 
officer replied. “I have ordered everything in 
this division up to fight. Not only every soldier, 
but every orderly, every cook, every tank, every 
jeep, every desk, every pad and pencil is com- 
mitted to the fight.” An absolutely complete 
commitment, Dr. Anderson insisted, is essential 
if the whole Gospel is to be preached to the 
whole world. 


Dr. Anderson’s second message had as its 
theme “The Whole Gospel — Warning.” Every 
Christian, the speaker stressed, must be an ag- 
gressive evangelist. He affirmed, “An unevan- 
gelistic Christian is a contradiction in terms. 
Christ gave His followers no choice in evan- 
gelism . . . There is only one kind of Chris- 
tian; we are either a force for evangelism, really 
Christian, or we are still a field for evangelism, 
not yet Christian at all.” 


Deploring the lack of concern on the part 
of so many professing Christians, Dr. Anderson 
quoted President Taft who once said, ‘““T'oo many 
people do not care what happens, just so it 
does not happen to them.” This attitude, said 
Dr. Anderson, was not true of Paul. 


With fine evangelistic insight Dr. Anderson 
closed this message by stating that “the church 
is always in danger of two heresies that stifle 
its evangelistic voice: a false idea of man and 
a false idea of God. Equally dangerous is it 
to say ‘Man is all right’ or ‘God is all love’.” 
His last sentence was soul-searching: “The very 
nature of our faith is that we must give it out 
or we will give it up.” 
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Dr. Anderson's final message was delivered 
under the caption “The Whole World — 
Yearning.” This message consisted of a close 
examination of Acts 16 and of the three char- 
acters with whom Paul dealt to show the variety 
of types that can be helped with the Gospel 
and how each one, no matter what the situation, 
can be brought to Christ. It can be summarized 
in one paragraph. “This is the way three 
came — three needs, three distinct types — a 
rich woman, a crazy girl and a mean man; — 
a foreigner, a down-and-outer and an enemy 
of the cause; — a normal need, an abnormality 
within, and an abnormal crisis without. This 
is the way three found the answer to their 
need — in the ministry of church simply loving 
and understanding, simply preaching Christ and 
Him crucified! The whole world is full of these 
— all yearning, all waiting. God help the 
whole church to rise up and give them the 
whole Gospel.” 


Opening Night 

After the passing of 40 years the General 
Assembly met again in Birmingham. Some ol 
the older Commissioners recalled that the big 
fire that brought such heavy damage to Atlanta 
in 1917 occurred while the Assembly was meet- 
ing in the same place. 


Following a Worship Service led by the 
Pastor, Dr. Frank A. Mathes, the retiring Mod- 
erator, Dr. W. T. Thompson, preached the 
sermon. The subject was “To know Him and 
make Him known. Matt. 16:13-18 was the text. 


“We must know him,” Dr. Thompson de- 
clared, “because it is only through knowing 
Christ that we can know God. Because it is 
only through knowing Christ that we can know 
man. Because it is only through knowing Christ 
that we can know the possibility and reality 
of salvation. Because it is only through know- 
ing Him that we can discover the meaning of 
life. And because it is only through knowing 
Him that we have hope for this life and that 
which is to come. 


“Since we have come to know the power ot 
the atom, we ask, is this power all there is in 
our universe? Must we be hopeless forever? 
No, the universe speaks: Christ is God’s word 
to us. . . . He tells us there is a God Who 
made the universe and controls it, Who loves 
us, and who died for us 


“The incredible barbarities that we have seen 
in war make the savage seem close to the sur- 
face . . . but when we turn to Christ we 
discover in Him what men are meant to be 
and can be,” Dr. Thompson continued. 


When we have found in Christ our salvation, 
and through Him the meaning of life, we then 
recognize that Christ is everything to us, Dr. 
Thompson said. “He is the sure foundation of 
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the Church, or the Church has no foundation. 
He is the Redeemer of ruined men, or men 
are without redemption. There is no place in 
Christianity for a half-way faith, or a _ half- 
hearted devotion.” 


Because this is true, the retiring moderator 
continued, Christ must become real for us, as 
real as husband or wife or best friend. “The 
first purpose of those who are members of his 
Church, must be to know Him,” Dr. Thomp- 
son declared. 


“Having come to know Christ, we must make 
Him known,” the Commissioners were told. 
“This is an obligation that cannot be avoided 
or evaded,” Dr. Thompson stated. ‘More of 
us are going to have to talk about Him to 
others . . . We must give witness to Him, 
and the testimony of a witness is of value only 
as it is first hand... 


“Some of us are going to have to talk about 
Him to our friends as we meet them in business 
or in social life. All of us will have 
to make Him known by lives that are more 
like His . . . Jesus Christ is the Son of 
the living God, and He can build His Church 
only on rock-like men and women who know 
Him, and knowing Him, unite in making Him 
known.” 


Election of Moderator 


Dr. Harry M. Moffett, pastor of First Pres- 
byterian Church, Gastonia, N. C., nominated 
for moderator Dr. Wm. M. Elliott, Jr., and 
the nomination was seconded by Dr. S. Wilkes, 
Dendy, pastor of First Presbyterian Church of 
Dalton, Ga. Dr. S. R. Oglesby, Jr., was nom- 
inated by Dr. Harry Fifield, pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, and seconded by 
Dr. Paul McCain, president of Arkansas Col- 
lege, Batesville, Ark. 


Dr. Elliott, widely known for his radio and 
television ministry, is the out-going chairman 
of the Board of World Missions. As a member 
of that Board for 20 years, he has become the 
“best known man in this Church, aside from Dr. 
Darby Fulton, executive secretary of the Board, 
in the mission fields of the Church,” Dr. Moffatt 
stated. Dr. Elliott will represent the Church 
in important discussions to be held in Seoul 
in June, with the Presbyterian Church of Korea 
and with representatives of other missionary 
bodies working in that country. 


The new moderator is a native of Charles- 
‘on, Ind., and is the son of the late Dr. Wil- 
liam M. Elliott, Sr., minister in the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., who served in Texas and New 
Mexico. The new moderator served pastorates 
in Fifth Avenue Church, Knoxville, Tenn. 
(1930-35) and Druid Hills Church, Atlanta 
(1935 to 1944) before going to Dallas. 
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Sunday 


The Assembly began the Lord’s Day with a 
Communion Service at the First Presbyterian 
Church. Dr. Edward Ramage and Dr. Frank C. 
Mathes officiated. The Session of the First. Church 


served the trays. 


The Morning Worship Service was held in the 
Sanctuary of the First Church with Dr. Harry 
Moffett of Gastonia, N. C., as the preacher. The 
subject was “Our Greatest Need.” The Sermon 
dealt with sin and the need for forgiveness. It was 
delivered in a warm-hearted spirit. 


Fraternal Delegates 


The Afternoon Program for the Assembly was 
presented by Dr. W. T. Thompson on behalf of 
the Permanent Committee on Interchurch Rela- 
tions. It featured greetings from representatives 
of three other Presbyterian bodies, and the Na- 
tional and World Councils of Churches. 


Dr. W. Glenn Harris, Pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Birmingham, Michigan, brought 
greetings from the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 
He presented an official letter from the Moderator 
and stated clerk of his denomination. 


John E. Simpson of Evanshire United 
Presbyterian Church, Skokie, IIl., represented his 
Communion. He told the Assembly about the pro- 
posed merger with the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 
Dr. Simpson was an improvement over recent frat- 
ternal delegates to our Assembly. His superior 
sense of propriety was appreciated. 


Dr. Frank B. Edwards of Richland Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian Church, near Memphis, 
spoke for his General Synod. He said “We want 
you to continue your love and cooperation with 
us as in the past.” 


Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, Associate General Sec- 
retary of the National Council of Churches gave 
a defense of the purpose and operations of this 
30-Church interdenominational body. 


The concluding address was given by Col. F. P. 
Miller of Charlottesville, Va. He reported on his 
visit last August behind the Iron Curtain in Hun- 
gary. He declared “Behind the Iron Curtain there 
is still a Church and a Cross.” 


The evening service was dedicated to the cause 
of “Christian Citizenship.” Dr. Edward D. Grant, 
Director for Institutions for the State of Louisiana, 
challenged the Assembly to rethink its attitude 
toward participation in government. He charged 
that “one would almost believe that the Church 
has abandoned all ideas of the stewardship of public 
services.” 


Elders’ Breakfast 


The 10th Annual Breakfast for Ruling Elders 
was held in the new Dining Hall of the host 
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Church. Cliff W. Coleman, Director of Officer 
Training, presided. Dr. Charles L. King, the 
Pastor for the past 25 years of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Houston, Texas, gave the prin- 
cipal address on the theme “A Challenge to Elders.” 


Dr. King held up before the Elders the oppor- 
tunities for service that would stir their souls and 
call forth a rededication to the vows assumed when 
they became Elders. He counselled the Elders to 
“think highly of your office; determine to know 
the local Church, Presbytery, Synod and Assembly ; 
accept your responsibility for serving as Shepherds 
of the flock over which God has made you over- 
seers; accept the opportunity offered you as Evan- 
gelists for Christ and accept the opportunity of 
being examples to the flock in the holiness of Walk 
and Conversation.” 


With great effectiveness Dr. King declared 
“There are more than 28,000 ruling Elders in our 
Church. Allow your imaginations to dwell upon 
the spiritual harvest were even a majority of 
these Elders engaged in seeking the fruit of the 
preached Word.” 


The 243 Ruling Elders at this breakfast were 
challenged and stimulated to do a finer job in this 
high office of the Eldership. 


Ad Interim Committees 


Education of Lay Leaders 


The 94th General Assembly (1954) approved a 
new chapter of Church Order, Form of Govern- 
ment, on “The Director of Christian Education” 
and sent it to the presbyteries for advice and con- 
sent. This proposed chapter called for persons 
seeking a church vocation as director of Christian 
education to be taken under care of presbytery in 
the same manner as candidates for the gospel min- 
istry. Certification of a director of Christian edu- 
cation or an associate in Christian education was 
to be done by presbytery. During 1954-55 the 
presbyteries disapproved this idea. Thus the pro- 
posed chapter failed of adoption. 


Later the Presbytery of Orange overtured the 
Assembly to appoint an ad interim committee to 
study the whole matter of the professional edu- 
cation of lay leaders in Christian education in our 
church and report to the General Assembly in 1956. 
Since that time the committee has held a number 
of meetings securing data regarding the recruiting 
and employing of lay workers. This committee, 
of which Dr. C. Ellis Nelson served as chairman, 
made two recommendations. 1. That the General 
Assembly instruct the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion to develop and administer a program for the 
certification, recruiting, and in-service training of 
lay workers as proposed in the report to the As- 
sembly. 2. That the General Assembly instruct 
the Board of Christian Education to plan, through 
regular Assembly budget procedures, an emergency 
challenge fund (up to $50,000 per year) to pro- 
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vide $5,000 a year for five years to each of our 
church’s colleges willing to develop a training pro- 
gram for lay workers according to the conditions 
set forth in the report submitted. 


These funds, to be matched by the colleges par- 
ticipating in the program, will make $100,000 
available annually to start the program. 256 new 
lay workers must be trained each year to maintain 
the 1079 positions now being held by lay workers. 


Revision of Book of Church Order 


The General Assembly of 1955 appointed a com- 
mittee to make a thorough-going revision of the 
Book of Church Order. This committee was given 
3 to 5 years for completion but required to make 
a progress report to the 1957 General Assembly. 


This committee, of which Dr. Vernon §S. 
Broyles, Jr., is chairman, reported the progress 
made to date and set forth the schedule for its 
work. It plans to have a rough draft of its work 
ready for the Assemblies of 1958 and 1959, with 
first formal action at the 1960 Assembly and pos- 
sible adoption of the entire Book of Church Order 
at the 1961 Assembly, our Centennial Meeting. 


This report emphasized the fact that the com- 
mittee appointed is not presuming to rewrite the 
Book of Church Order but is examining, consider- 
ing and reporting certain suggestions for a_thor- 
ough-going revision. 


Federated Churches 


The Assembly of 1955 appointed an ad interim 
committee to collaborate with similar committees 
of the U.S.A. and U.P. General Assemblies in 
working out and recommending to General As 
sembly plans and procedures for resolving present 
constitutional problems and for enabling such fed- 
erated Presbyterian congregations more effectively 
to carry on their work. 


After considerable study this commitee, of which 
Rev. Olaf Anderson, Jr., is chairman, recommended 
that whenever it appears that any particular church 
of one denomination desires to be transferred to 
another, the Presbyteries are enjoined not to re: 
ceive a congregation from another of these churches 
unless it has been regularly dismissed by the Pres 
bytery of jurisdiction and no timely complaint to 
such action of dismissal has been filed and sustained 
as permitted under the constitution of that church. 
Provisions were also set forth for the items cor- 
cerning the property values involved in such trans 
ters. 


Due to the negotiations now under way for tht 
merger of the U.S.A. Church with the U.P. Churc! 


this committee was continued for another year. 
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Homes and Hospitals 


Upon authorization of the 1956 General As- 
sembly, the Moderator appointed an ad interim 
committee on Homes and Hospitals to study the 
need of Homes for the Aging in the Presbyterian 
Church, to set up standards for Homes for Chil- 
dren, Hospitals and similar agencies. After con- 
siderable study, the committee made two recom- 
mendations: 


1. That the General Assembly establish a Di- 
vision of Homes and Christian Welfare with the 
Board of Church Extension which shall be re- 
sponsible for counseling and collaborating with 
synods and presbyteries in all matters relating to 
policies and standards of Children’s Homes, Nursing 
Homes, and Homes for the Aging. 


2. That the General Assembly make adequate 
provision for budget and staff of this new division 
as soon as the way be clear. 

















Both recommendations were approved. The As- 
sembly authorized the expenditure of $25,000 for 
the first year’s operation of this new division. 








The Centennial 
The General Assembly of 1956 authorized the 


observance of 1961 as the Centennial year of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States and ap- 
pointed an ad interim committee to formulate plans 
for this observance. This committee recommended 
that the theme of the Centennial should be “Our 
Presbyterian Heritage and Mission.” Accordingly 
it proposed that the Centennial program should be 
designed primarily to point the church forward. 
While the church could profit much from its appre- 
ciation of the abiding values in our heritage, the 
church should be chiefly concerned to clarify our 
vision of our future role and receive fresh stimulus 
in the service of our Lord. This report was unani- 
mously approved by the Assembly. 


Permanent Committee on 
Interchurch Relations 


The American Bible Society 


The American Bible Society was commended 
for its diligence and consecration to the overall 
task of making the Word of God available to all 
the people of the world in their own language. 
The theme adopted for 1957 is “Now in 1,100 
Tongues.” The Society is challenged to still more 
aggressive effort as there are yet 1,000 languages 
and dialects without a word of the Bible. Our 
church met its obligation to the American Bible 


Society with more than $4,000 above the previous 
year, 
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The Lord’s Day Alliance 


The Lord’s Day Alliance was formed in 1888 
in the city of Washington, D. C., by the repre- 
sentatives of seven leading Protestant denomina- 
tions in the United States in order to develop a 
united effort to protect the Lord’s Day and to 
stimulate its largest spiritual use by all Christians. 


The Assembly was informed that in view of the 
importance of the Lord’s Day observance in the 
promotion of the entire program of the church, 
and of the protection of the civil sabbath from the 
continuous assaults which are being made upon it 
by modern business and the commercialized sports 
and entertainment, there is a greater need than 
ever for united efforts on the part of Protestant 
churches and other congregations to avert the moral 
and spiritual disaster to the churches and the nation 


which would follow the complete secularization of 
the Lord’s Day. 


The Assembly promised to continue to support 
this organization and call upon all of our pastors 
and people to re-emphasize the vital importance of 
the proper observance of the Lord’s Day in per- 
sonal and family life, and to unite as Christian 
citizens in every worthy effort, at the local, state 
and national level to safeguard this indispensable 
bulwark of Christian civilization. 


Overture 37 from the Presbytery of Potomac 
calling for an ad interim committee to study the 
teaching of the Bible regarding the proper observ- 
ance of the Lord’s Day was answered in the af- 
firmative. 


Reformation Day 


The Assembly designated Sunday, October 27, 
1957 as Reformation Day. . 


Since the field of special emphasis selected by 
our Church for the year 1957 is “Christian Citi- 
zenship”, the Assembly felt that the proper ob- 
servance of the day should be centered around the 
theme “Calvinism and Good Citizenship” which - 
should include historical reference to the distinctive 
type of (God-fearing, liberty-loving, responsible 
citizenship developed in Switzerland, Holland, 
Great Britain, America and other countries, under 
the influence of Calvin and other leaders of the 
Reformed Faith. 


The National Council of Churches 


The 1956 General Assembly charged the perma- 
nent committee on Interchurch Relations to investi- 
gate the specific charges made or implied in Over- 
tures 28, 29, 25, 26, 27 and 50, submitted to the 
1956 Assembly and to make a study of the ad- 
vantages and disadvantages of membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. in the National Council 
of Churches and the World Council of Churches 
and report the results of the study to the 1957 
General Assembly. 
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Five charges were made against our membership 
in the National Council and World Council. These 


reasons listed are: 


1. That continued membership gives tacit ap- 
proval of public pronouncements and _ resolutions 
that have been widely circulated which do not ex- 
press the convictions of a majority of the total 
membership of our church. 


2. That resolutions of the National and World 
Councils have accused those not in agreement with 
their social, economic, and political views as un- 
Christian. 


3. That the leadership of both Councils openly 
envision the ultimate goal as organic union of all 
Protestant Churches in a one world Church. 


4. That there is a deep cleavage between laymen 
and clergy concerning these Councils, and that 
they are both dominated by clergymen, who are 
impervious to lay advice and indifferent to issues 
which laymen hold dear. 


5. That the National Council of Churches is led 
by men many of whom are disloyal to the form of 
government under which we live, and are set to 
undermine it. 


The Interchurch Relations Committee itemized 
the advantages and disadvantages of belonging to 
these bodies and recommended that the Church 
maintain its membership in both. Ten members 
of this Committee signed the recommendation; 
four dissented. 


The four members who dissented from the ma- 
jority report issued a minority report. In this 
minority report it was affirmed, “As we have 
examined the tremendous amount of material 
which is available frgm the official records and 
activities of the National Council of Churches, 
and other sources, we have been amazed at the 
abundance of documented facts which substantiate 
the specific charges made and implied in the over- 
tures from six presbyteries to last year’s General 
Assembly.” Criticisms were leveled against the 
leadership, political activity, social principles and 
economic program of these two bodies. The mi- 
nority report recommended, “In view of the failure 
of our efforts, after repeated protest and patient 
effort over many years to remedy these defects, 
we hold that our Church is impotent to correct 
these vital defects of the National Council from 
within. The conditions now complained of have 
existed for years and continue to increase instead 
of decrease. Our protests have been of no avail 
for the purging of the Council. The continued 
membership of our Church in the National Council 
is one of the greatest hindrances of harmony and 
concord that exists throughout our Church. 


“Now, Therefore, for the reasons herein set 
forth; and for the cause of peace and harmony 
within our beloved Church; and for the advance- 
ment of the cause of a true Gospel and a clear 
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and authoritative Scriptural Message to a lost 
world, we do hereby recommend to this Ninety- 
Seventh General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States that our Church 
withdraw from the National Council of Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America.” 


The Standing Committee on Interchurch Re- 
lations was divided as to the recommendations that 
should be prepared at the Assembly for action. 
The majority report recommended that the church 
continue membership in the Council. The minority 
report was signed by ten commissioners. It is as 
follows: 


Minority Report 

“The question of our Church’s relationship to 
the old Federal Council, and the present National 
Council has been the subject of intermittent con- 
troversy and sharp division in our Church over 
a great many years. 


“Whether that controversy can be substantially 
resolved to the satisfaction of the church as a 
whole by this, or any other Assembly in the fore- 
seeable future, is itself a matter of debate. 


“However, the next Assembly which may have 
to do with this touchy problem, concerning which 
so many equally sincere and devoted servants of 
our Lord, find themselves in disagreement, might 
well like to have some up-to-date ‘grass roots’ sen- 
timent to guide them in their future deliberations. 


“And, inasmuch as it has now been a long time 
since the advice, or deliverance of the constituent 
presbyteries has been sought in this important mat- 
ter,—not indeed since the old Federal Council was 
merged into the present National Council; and 
while we recognize that such an expression from 
the presbyteries would not be technically binding 
upon any Assembly, it would seem that neither 
opponents or proponents of our membership in the 
National Council could fairly object to ascertaining 
an expression of approval or disapproval from the 
presbyteries concerning the future status of that 
relationship. Therefore, we recommend that no 
action be taken at this time severing our relation- 
ship with the National Council, but that the ques- 
tion of our continued relationship to this Council 
be referred to the respective presbyterias for advice, 
and that the results of the presbyteries’ actions re- 
lating thereto be made to the next General As- 
sembly.” 


Col. Francis Miller, Dr. John S. Land, Rev. 
Hugh McClure spoke against the minority report. 


The Rev. R. L. Kinnaird of Virginia told the 
Assembly that he had no fear of the presbyteries 


and they should be given an opportunity to advise 
on the matter. 


The Rev. Hayes Clark of Lexington, Miss., 
spoke in favor of the minority report. He urged 
the Assembly to give the presbyteries “the privi- 
lege of seeking the will of God on this question.” 
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The minority report was defeated, and the 
majority report adopted. 


Christianity and Health 


This Committee was instructed by the 1956 
General Assembly to keep before our Church mem- 
bership its important mission in the area of health. 
To this end the Committee sought to give a sound 
interpretation of one of the classic New Testament 
passages dealing with sickness and health, James 
5:13-16. The purpose here was not only to refute 
the distortions of the faith healers, but also to 
bring into proper focus the positive elements in 
James’ program in behalf of the sick. 


Historical Foundation 


The Assembly was informed of the recent im- 
provements of the buildings and grounds of the 
Historical Foundation which has added to the 
attractiveness and usefulness of the Foundation. 
Plans for further development of the grounds, of 
the buildings, of the walks and steps are now in 
the process of realization. 


Plans are in progress for the acquisition of mi- 
crofilm and photostatic cameras and microfilm 
readers. The installation of the Photographic Re- 
production Center at the Foundation is designed 
for the benefit of the Church and its constituency 
at a nominal cost. 


The Assembly called upon the churches under 
its care to take full advantage of the opportunity 
to deposit valuable materials with the Foundation 
and to provide the Institution with copies of all 
their publications, 


The Presbyterian Survey 


The Board of the Presbyterian Survey completed 
its third year of operation as a separate Board of 
the Church. It was created as such by the 1953 
General Assembly. It reported a circulation growth 
effecting an 18% circulation increase for the year 
to a total of some 43,000 subscribers. 


General Council 


The General Council reported to the Birming- 
ham Assembly that the year ending December 31, 
1956 was the most productive and fruitful in the 
history of the Council. Every phase of the work 
has reached new high levels during the year. 


The Stewardship figures indicated considerable 
progress. For the first time, the budget receipts 
of the Assembly Agencies from living donors ex- 
ceeded $6,000,000. This is an unprecedented in- 
crease of over fourteen per cent over the previous 
year as against an increase of six per cent for 1955. 


The Assembly was also informed that the For- 
ward With Christ movement has made progress 
and that 1957 brings to a close this particular 
program. The General Council stated, “It should 
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not bring to a close the advanced efforts nor 
should it mark the end of the Forward With Christ 
method ; self-examination, the setting of goals, plan- 
ning to reach the goals, putting these plans into 
operation should be carried out.” 


The Publicity Department of the General Coun- 
cil was marked by new high levels of productivity, 
reflecting improved facilities for gathering news, 
increased efficiency in processing it, and better 
methods for distributing stories on the work of the 
Church. An all-time high circulation of the Pres- 
byterian Bulletin was reported with 8,612,900 
distributed during the year 1956. 


The Assembly approved the recommendation that 
the Stewardship Emphasis Season begin October 1, 
1958 and continue through November 16, 1958 and 
that November 9 be designated as Every Member 
Canvass Day, the theme of the Canvass to be 
“Give . . . As Unto Him.” 


The Assembly further approved that a “Prove 
God Period” be recommended to local churches 
as a means of developing the spiritual life of in- 
dividual members by a concerted emphasis on 
tithing. 


The total budget for the various agencies of the 
church recommended for 1958 amounted to $7,- 
403,175. The Assembly voted to increase it 20% 
across the board. This budget will be apportioned 
to the Synods on the basis of 1/3 for membership, 
1/3 on contributions to the Assembly’s agencies 
for the last three years, and 1/3 on total contri- 
butions, less building expense, for the last three 
years, 


The Standing Committee recommended that the 
Assembly give $50,000 to Montreat College in 
view of the emergency confronting it. Rev. Charles 
McCain of Canton, Miss., opposed this recom- 
mendation. He said “Montreat College is always 
in a state of emergency. This would be an act of 
favoritism and unfair to our other Church Col- 
leges.” The Assembly voted to knock out this 
recommendation from the Standing Committee’s - 
report. 


World Missions 
The Board of World Missions began with a 


recognition of the fact of the church in a revo- 
lutionary world. It was pointed out that revolution 
is not new and that every age has been revo- 
lutionary. In the light of this revolutionary situ- 
ation, the church, it was explained should recognize 
the unchanging elements in its mission and message 
and plant its feet firmly on the verities that are 
permanent and enduring. There must be no com- 
promise at the point of the vital Christian faith. 


It was also stressed that our method and strategy 
must be adaptable, that it must be realistically 
aimed at contemporary situations. We are not of 
the world but we are in the world. We cannot 
escape our involvement in the human scene. In it 
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we are not to conform but to transform. The 
report further stated that the church of Christ 
must not be placed on the defensive. The Chris- 
tian Church needs to avoid the sinister habit of 
resolving all its thoughts about the world into lists 
of problems. It is easy to develop a chronic 
problemitis’ in our outlook. Instead, the Church 
needs to take hold of its living message with con- 
viction and apply itself to the proclamtion of that 
message regardless of the outward conditions in 
the world which might discourage us. We need to 
take a positive attitude toward the Church’s mis- 
sion. We need to confront this revolutionary world 
with the redemptive message of Christ as the world’s 
Saviour and Lord. 


The Assembly again defined the chief aim of its 
missionary endeavor to be the business of evan- 
gelism. It declared its aim to be “the preaching 
of Christ and Him crucified to the non-evangelized 
peoples.” This emphasis in our work is observed 
in the fact that out of 497 missionaries, 296 of 
these are classified as evangelistic. In this con- 
nection it was pointed out that even our mission- 
aries who are engaged in medical or educational 
work are not dissociated from evangelism as our 
hospitals and schools are effective agencies in lead- 
ing people to Christ. 


Substantial growth on the fields was noted. The 
national churches, which are the outgrowth of our 
missionary endeavor, continue to develop in ma- 
turity and strength. The congregations under our 
missionary nurture had a substantial increase over 
the number for the year 1955 on profession of faith. 


During the past two and a half years our mis- 
sionary force has increased from 419 to 497. Ac- 
tually 115 new missionaries have gone to the field 
during that time, but this figure has been offset 
by 37 workers who have been lost by retirement, 
ill health and other causes. 


Africa 


Our Southern Presbyterian Church is respon- 
sible for a population of 1,810,000 in the Congo. 
This is one of our major fields and we have 174 
missionaries serving in this area. There were 4,046 
professions of faith on this field as compared with 
3,693 for the previous year. 


Brazil 
The Presbyterian Church of Brazil is one of 


the finest fruits of our missionary endeavor. Ap- 
proaching its centennial, which will be celebrated 
in 1959, it has developed into a substantial com- 
pany of believers, well-organized in a highly ef- 
fective body composed of 31 presbyteries, 6 synods 
and a General Assembly. With a communicant 
membership of 80,000, the Church is working en- 
thusiastically to reach its goal of 100,000 by its 
anniversary two years hence. 

The church in Brazil is enjoying a period of 
solid growth through excellent programs of stew- 
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ardship, spiritual development and _ evangelistic 
extension. Its two theological seminaries are over- 
flowing with eager young men preparing for the 
ministry. The growing strength and influence of 
the evangelical movement in Brazil is a factor to 
be reckoned with in every phase of the life of that 
great country. While the protestant constituency is 
estimated as not more than 2,000,000 in a popu- 
lation now approaching 60,000,000, it represents 
an articulate segment of society whose voice carries 
great weight, not simply in religious matters but in 
the whole field of social aiid political concern. 


While the Presbyterian Church of Brazil is an 
autonomous body, no longer dependent upon mis- 
sionary personnel or funds, our three Missions in 
that country continue to work alongside the Church, 
supplementing its efforts, especially in the fields of 
education and pioneer evangelism. 


Taiwan 


We have a group of 25 missionaries committed 
to the work of Christ on the Island of Taiwan. 
The Taiwan Church itself is in the process of a 
changing pattern. In this past year plans have 
been made for strengthening the General Assembly. 
Our Mission is eager for the Taiwan Church to 
be completely autonomous and self-supporting, and 
has taken the position of working as co-laborers at 
the “grass roots”. 


Tent evangelism has been a great blessing to 
the Island during the last five years, as a total of 
52 evangelistic campaigns have been held by two of 
our missionaries. The total attendance was ap- 
proximately 700,000 people with 12,769 signing as 
enquirers. The Mission in Taiwan is in desperate 
need of reinforcements. Fourteen of its 25 members 
are over 60 years of age and eight of them will 
be retiring in the next year or two because of age. 
This strategic island is of great importance to the 
world-wide program of Christian missions. Our 
church is asked to pray that reinforcements may be 
forthcoming under the call of God’s Holy Spirit. 


Japan 


Since the proclamation of the Christian gospel 
in Japan by Protestant missionaries which began 
almost a hundred years ago, the Christian move- 
ment has grown to about 300,000 Protestant mem- 
bers with 3,478 established churches pastored by 
3,706 ordained ministers. 


Our Mission force in Japan has expanded to a 
total of 61, occupying six stations in fourteen towns 
and cities. For the first time since the war, all of 
the pre-war mission stations are now staffed with 
at least one couple, and three new locations for 
missionary residences have been opened. 


The Japan Mission has a wide and varied pro- 
gram to carry out its objective to witness for 
Christ and build up the indigenous Church. Evan- 
gelism through educational institutions continues to 
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be one of the most fruitful methods for nurturing 
youth in the Christian faith. Sixteen missionaries 
are engaged in this phase of work and enjoy close 
fellowship with students, not only in the class- 
room but through personal contacts in campus ac- 
tivities, sports, Bible classes and dormitory visits. 


The Yodogawa Christian Hospital with 65 beds, 
located in Osaka, the second largest city in Japan, 
has opened its doors to 3,127 patients treated in 
18,423 visits in the out-patient department, while 
the in-patient department has had 344 admissions 
totalling 4,381 patient days. 


Korea 


The Assembly was informed that this is truly the 
age of opportunity in Korea. In many countries 
all over the world the door is closed to the Gospel 


‘of Christ. Perhaps in no other country is the door 


so wide open as Korea. Our task is to use the 
doors of evangelism, medicine, education and the 
written word to spread the Gospel to those in 
darkness, and to aid in strengthening believers to 


stand true to the Word of God. 


The Medical Center in Chunju is doing a great 
work, not only in ministering to the body, but in 
reaching the souls of patients. During 1956 over 
800 decisions for Christ were recorded among the 
in-patients. Evangelistic services in the clinics have 
been started, and Sunday afternoon worship for 
the in-patients has been begun under the sponsor- 
ship of the local Presbytery. 


The Presbyterian Theological Seminary of the 
General Assembly is located in Seoul and has a 
student body of 660 this year. One hundred thirty- 
eight are in this year’s senior class. 


Mexico 


The new dimension in our work in Mexico is 
the existence of the National Presbyterian Church 
as a vigorous and autonomous ecclesiastical body. 
The four states of Mexico in which our Mission is 
working contain vast areas virtually untouched by 
the Gospel. The main problem is the lack of 
workers. Neither the National Church nor the 
Mission possesses the forces needed to enter the 
unlimited fields of opportunity and need. The 
Board of World Missions affirmed to the Assembly 
that we need to do more for Mexico. Our Church 
is in a position by geographical proximity and by 
possession of the necessary resources, to carry the 
gospel to this near neighbor of ours. 


Ecuador 


The Mission has two stations and encouraging 
progress has been made in both during 1956. The 
first Protestant student center in Ecuador was 
completed at Uyumbicho. It is adjacent to the 
Government Rural Normal School with an en- 
rollment of 250 students. An average of 25 stu- 
dents attend the Sunday morning services and Bible 
study and about 60 on Sunday afternoon. 
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In both Mission stations, through a variety of 
approaches, significant progress has been made in 
reaching the Indian for Christ. 


Iraq 


In 1956 our Board became a partner in the 
United Mission Iraq. This nation, located in the 
strategic Middle East, land of Nineveh, Babylon 
and Ur, has an area approximately equal to that 
of Kentucky, Virginia, Tennessee and North Caro- 
lina combined. For the first time we have entered 
the Moslem field. Into this new work the Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S. is called to put both 
personnel and funds. We have no missionary 
representatives as yet, but we have assumed our 
share in the expenses of the work, having made an 
appropriation of $15,000 for the year 1957, with 
an additional contribution of $16,000 to the capital 
fund for the development of the Baghdad Girls’ 
School. Our Church is encouraged to inform itself 
about this area of the world, new to our Board, 
so that earnest and intelligent prayer may be made 
for the fruitfulness of this work. 


Portugal 


During the past year we have been privileged 
through our missionaries to demonstrate an un- 
encumbered allegiance to Christ, to teach the Faith, 
and to strengthen the life and witness of a harassed 
minority of God’s elect in Portugal. A significant 
landmark along the road of 1956 was the erection 
of a new church home for our largest and most 
influential congregation, the Presbyterian Church 
of Lisbon. In an attractive residential section, 
nearer to the center of the parish, a new and mod- 
ern apartment building has been purchased. The 
ground floor, which had been constructed to house 
a large public garage, has been transformed into 
a dignified, worshipful sanctuary that can accom- 
modate nearly 500 worshipers. 


This young work, signally blessed of God during 
its first decade, continues to offer great promise, 
and is warmly commended to the people of our 
Church for their prayers and support. 


Overseas Relief 


The Department of Overseas Relief and 
Inter-Church Aid reported that in the year 1956 
a total of $265,563 was administered by the De- 
partment, of which $141,992 was an appropria- 
tion from World Missions benevolence receipts. 
A special appropriation was made for Hun- 
garian relief. 


Financial Statement 


The Board reported that the receipts for 1956 
totaled $3,465,939, the largest in all our history, 
exceeding our approved spending budget by 
$165,939. This is the first time in ten years that 
the receipts have covered in full the spending 
budget approved by the General Assembly. Due 
to this fact, the Board has been able to give the 
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Missions some increase in their operating bud- 
get and a substantial amount for urgent capital 
items. 


The Assembly approved the recommendation 
that the World Mission Season, February 2 - 
March 2, 1958, be observed in all our churches 
as a time for church-wide dedication to the 
world task of Christian missions, and that min- 
isters be asked to preach on such subjects as 
will increase the sense of responsibility and 
privilege in the world-wide mission of the 
Church. The Week of Prayer and Self-Denial 
for World Missions will be observed by every 
church in the Assembly February 23 - March 2, 
1958. All Sessions are urged to arrange for 
supplemental offerings in the churches. 


Church Extension 


The Board of Church Extension reported 
solid progress during the year 1956. Total 
giving from living donors amounted to 
$1,070,437, an increase of $56,629 over the pre- 
vious year. The Women’s Birthday Gift desig- 
nated for Ybor City Mission, Tampa, Florida, 
was $106,677. Income from legacies, trust funds 
and other sources made a grand total of 
$1,518,216, which represents an increase of 
$78,830 over the past year. 


Division of Home Missions 


Of the 85 presbyteries which constituted our 
General Assembly during 1956, appropriations 
for salary support were authorized to 59. A 
total of 572 workers — pastors, evangelists, 
superintendents, teachers and community work- 
ers — who served 651 churches, 144 outposts, 
6 institutional centers, and 5 schools, were sup- 
ported in whole or in part by the Department. 
These 572 workers and 806 projects in 57 pres- 
byteries give eloquent testimony to the Assem- 
bly-wide nature of the Department’s work. 


Urban Church Department 


The continuing challenge of the growing 
city has made many of our urban churches 
aware that they should acquire sites for yet 
other churches. In many cities our churches 
have adopted a plan with definite procedures 
for determining where future growth is to be 
expected and the how of getting young churches 
out of swaddling clothes and on the road to 
self-support. This Department has been func- 
tioning successfully under the direction of Hal 
E. Hyde. 


Sunday School Extension 

The Sunday School extension Department 
continues its two-fold service to our denomina- 
tion. It has assisted in visitation and survey 
work to establish new Sunday Schools and 
Churches. In the second place it has assisted 
with the total program of weak churches which 
need financial assistance. 


PAGE 14 


Church Architecture Department 


During the year 1956 a nine member Advisory 
Council on Church Architecture was set up, 
as provided by the General Assembly action 
in 1951. The work of this department is not 
that of designing and supervising the erection 
of buildings. The purpose is rather to help 
organize and aid building councils in local 
congregations so that they can determine present 
and future space necessary for sanctuary, social 
hall and every department of the church school. 
The number of calls for the Consultant in 
Church Architecture indicates that there is in 
the Assembly a growing awareness of need for 
such service. 


Division of Negro Work 


Since the financial effort in 1953, 16 new 
congregations have been organized and 24 new 
buildings erected. Four additional fields are 
now approaching the point where they will 
be ready for organization of churches. For 
property and buildings, a total of $711,114 of 
campaign funds has been appropriated. 


We now have 70 Negro churches with 48 
ministers and a total of 5,300 members. 


Division of Radio and Television 


The Assembly was reminded that two facts 
are evident in our changing conditions. The 
first fact is that we are living in an age of 
electronic mass communications. The second 
fact is that we now have the studios and equip- 
ment in which we can produce the materials 
for electronic mass communications for the 
church. Now quality materials can be produced 
at cost in the Protestant Radio and Television 
Center. Facilities for making television pro- 
gram on film have recently been completed 
at the Center. It is possible for the participat- 
ing denominations to produce television pro- 
grams on much smaller budgets than has been 
the case formerly. 


Division of Evangelism 


The Division of Evangelism recognizes that 
its task is to convey to our church the chal- 
lenge to witness to our Lord in this day of 
opportunity. This Division is seeking to remind 
every synod, every presbytery and every local 


church to demonstrate a contagious enthusiasm 
for Christ. 


The report to the 1957 Assembly from this 
Division indicates that there has been a notable 
increase in interest in evangelism among the 
youth of the Church. Classes in Christian Wit- 
nessing are taught in more Presbytery and 
Synod Conferences than ever before. Where 
they were given some measure of understanding 
of their responsibility in evangelism, young 
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people have responded intelligently and en- 
thusiastically. 


The statistical report for 1956 shows that 
we had 28,269 additions upon profession of 
faith, 59,421 other gains in membership, and 
that our total membership now stands at 
829,570. 


Since the last meeting of the Assembly, Dr. 
William H. McCorkle resigned as secretary, 
effective October 24, 1956. Recently Rev. Al E. 
Dimmock has been elected to replace Dr. 
McCorkle. 


Division of Christian Relations 


The Church-wide emphasis in 1957 is “Chris- 
tian Citizenship.” During 1956 much time and 
effort of this Division went into preparing 
materials to be used this year, which marks 
the close of the Forward With Christ Program. 


For some time there has been considerable 
discussion as to the wisdom of removing this 
Division from the Board of Church Extension. 
The Assembly referred the matter of relocation 
back to the General Council for further study. 


Christian Education 


Division of Religious Education 


“The Christian Home” was one of the two 
emphases of the Church for 1956. There were 
some significant achievements which grew out 
of this emphasis. It brought about the formu- 
lation of a family education program and in- 
creasing concern for the family. It brought all 
the boards and agencies together and led them 
to join in preparing materials to meet the 
needs and interests of the family. 


Division of Higher Education 


This Division reported a most encouraging 
rising tide of interest and concern on the part 
of Presbyterians in the cause of higher educa- 
tion. The colleges of America are now in a 
great forward movement and the Assembly was 
reminded that Christian influence must help 
determine the content and direction of educa- 
tion in America. 


Funds of Education for the Ministry and 
Mission Service provided assistance for 359 stu- 
dents. The Student Loan Fund was used by 
26 students in Presbyterian colleges. Formerly 
restricted to use by students in Presbyterian 
colleges, this Loan Fund is now available for 
Presbyterian students in other accredited insti- 
tutions. 


Division of Men’s Work 


The report of the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion featured the Division of Men’s Work’s 
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emphasis upon the 1957 Convention which will 
be held in Miami October 10-13. The purpose 
of this Men’s Convention was defined as four- 
fold: 


1. To challenge men to acknowledge the 
greatness and power of God and to accept His 
rule in every walk of life. 


2. To confront each man with all the needs 
of his personal relationship to Christ as Saviour 
and Lord. 


3. To persuade men that it is their highest 
privilege to be workers together with Christ 
in all areas of life. 


4. To inspire, inform, and equip men for 
adventurous service through their church — 
witnessing in home, business, community, and 
the whole world. 


The theme of the Convention is “All the Way 
for Christ.” 


The Assembly designated Religious Educa- 
tion Season to be held September 1-29, 1957 
and Rally Day September 29, 1957. 


Board of Annuties and Relief 


The Board of Annuities and Relief reported 
that it had just completed 17 years of successful 
operations. This Board believes that its func- 
tion is to challenge the church with the seven 
opportunities it offers for serving Christ. The 
seven opportunities are listed as (1) Ministers’ 
Annuity Fund, (2) Employees’ Annuity Fund, 
(3) Ministerial Relief, (4) Group Insurance, 
(5) Gift Annuity Agreements, (6) Wills, (7) 
Management of Presbyterian Center. 


During the year 1956, grants totaling 
$216,226 were sent to 53 ministers, 214 widows, 
16 orphans and 14 non-ministerial workers. 
These beneficiaries were never participants in 
the Ministers’ Annuity Fund. In 1956 the Board 
supplemented the annuities of 324 annuitants to 
the extent of $225,071. The total number as- 
sisted from these Funds in 1956 amounted to 
621 with the financial aid of $471,297. 


Churches were urged to seriously face the 
need for Group Insurance program and arrange 
some way by which the annual premiums can 
be paid for all who serve the church. The ex- 
perience of the Board during the first years 
of the plan reveals clearly a need for this 


program. 
Board of Women’s Work 


In 1956 the emphasis of the Board of 
Women’s Work was on strengthening Christian 
family life. Toward that end, Bible studies 
were prepared to be used in circles. The report 
to the Assembly was that increasing attendance 
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has resulted from these studies on the part of 
families at congregational worship. 


The Assembly was informed that one of the 
hopeful trends in Women’s Work is the increas- 
ing interest and activity of the younger women 
of the church. This, it was explained, does 
not mean that the older women are less active 
but rather that there is an age span that makes 
possible the sharing of experience and enthus- 
iasm and imagination. Women are more and 
more seeing themselves as women of the Church, 
involved in all its activities and responsibilities. 
A growing number of women who are shut-ins 
are united in intercession for the work of our 
Church around the world. This fellowship of 
prayer is composed of more than 2,000 shut-ins 
of our Assembly. 


The Assembly elected for a three year period 
Miss Louise Farrior to serve as Director of 
Editorial Department and Mrs. Mable C. Mor- 
ley to serve as Director of Leadership Education 
Department for the same period. 


The Training School 


The General Assembly’s Training School 
closed its forty-first session on May 21, 1956. 
Seventy men and women were graduated and 
are now serving Christ in our Assembly. 


The Board of the Assembly’s Training School 
reported that the school has been able to meet 
all its current obligations and it believes that 
additional funds for buildings now under con- 
struction will be forthcoming through the gifts 
of the churches. 


Stillman College 


Stillman College has been in operation for 
81 years. The church is becoming increasingly 
aware of the importance of this work. The 
gift of $1,000,000 to Stillman has given to this 
college a new face and a new day. The present 
enrollment at Stillman is 305. The quality of 
the students continues to improve. 


Observations: 


The entertainment of this Assembly was 
superb. Dr. Mathes and his confederates in 
this undertaking went beyond the call of duty 
in providing conveniences for the comfort of 
the Commissioners. 


2. Dr. Elliott proved to be a capable Mod- 


erator with a strong desire to be absolutely 
fair at all times. 


3. The mechanics of the Assembly were 
efficient at all times. Dr. E. C. Scott the 
Stated Clerk and Dr. Archie Smith the Assistant 
Stated Clerk are geniuses in organization. Dr. 
Scott was reelected Stated Clerk by a unanimous 
vote. He announced his plan to retire from 
this office two years from now. 
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!. All the reports from the Assembly Agencies 
reflected progress and growth. It is evident that 
our Agencies are in the hands of capable and 
dedicated leaders. 


5. Special recognition should be given to Mr. 
Bluford Hestir Director of Publicity, and his 
staff for their fine achievement in getting out 
quickly and accurately the news of the Assem- 
bly. The press appreciates the excellent co- 
operation from this Department. 


6. This year there were three inspirational 
addresses scheduled for the Assembly. Two 
were given by Dr. Harry A. Fifield, pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Atlanta. They 
were well thought out and attractively delivered. 


The third address was delivered Monday night 
by Dr. Albert J. Kissling, Pastor of the River- 
side Presbyterian Church of Jacksonville, Fla. 
Dr. Kissling’s address dealt with controversial 
subjects. It was characterized by bad taste and 
poor judgment. The speaker was bereft of that 
sense of propriety that should be found in a 
speaker before our General Assembly. He spoke 
just before the report on Inter-Church Rela- 
tions was presented and he exploited his place 
on the program to influence the Commissioners 
to support one particular side of the forth- 
coming report. His impassioned appeal aroused 
hostile feelings in the hearts of all who believe 
in fairness. From all indications the speaker 
equates in his mind the voice of Kissling with 
the Voice of Ged. Pope Pius XII could hardly 
equal. the speaker’s ability to pontificate on 
social and religious subjects. 


7. There was a strong emphasis at this As- 
sembly to apply the Christian Faith to all of 
life. We are wholeheartedly for this. Christians 
must be alert to do the Word as well as hear it. 


The various speakers who made this laudable 
emphasis seemed to assume that all have this 
Christian Faith, and that the only thing neces- 
sary to say is “put it into practice.” This is a 
gratuitous assumption. It is clear that some 
do not have the full-orbed Christian Faith, and 
furthermore do not understand the extent or 
the content of the Christian Faith in its Re- 
formed expression. 


We would like to suggest that those who have 
the responsibility for the program of the Assem- 
bly will include in next year’s agenda some doc- 
trinal addresses relating to the content of our 
Christian Faith as set forth in the Westminster 
Standards. A fresh consideration of “the things 
that lie at the center” is imperative if we are 
to remain strong at the heart of our Church. 





Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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LESSON FOR MAY 19 


Devotional Reading: Luke 11:1-13 


Abraham And His World 


Background Scripture: Genesis 13; 18:1 - 19:29 


Our Devotional Reading from Luke is on the subject of Prayer, and stresses importunity in prayer. 





By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Luke gives us the prayer which Jesus taught His disciples and relates the parable of the man who went 
to his friend at midnight and was finally answered because he persisted in asking until the answer 
came. Jesus encourages us to ask, seek, knock, for if we, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto our children, how much more shall your Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 


ask Him? ‘This thought of prayer for others 
is one of the prominent lessons in our study 
for today as we listen to Abraham plead for 


Sodom in one of the great intercessory prayers 
of the Bible. 


Abraham and the other patriarchs must have 
been lonely men, living as they did in a world 
of idolatrous men and women. They “confessed 
that they were strangers and pilgrims.” They 
could have no real fellowship with the heathen 
about them. Occasionally they came in contact 
with the world; sometimes by way of temptation, 
sometimes by way of conflict. If Abraham had 
not had the close companionship of his God 
which we considered last Sunday, he would 
have had only the members of his own house- 
hold as close friends. There have been many 
changes since the days of Abraham and of 
Christ, but the prayer of our great High Priest 
that His followers should be “in the world, 
but not of the world,” is still the ideal way of 
life. We, too, should bear testimony to the 
fact that we are “strangers and pilgrims”; that 
we seek a city which hath foundations whose 
builder and maker is God. God still wants us 
to come out and be separate and touch not 
the unclean thing. Paul tells Timothy, (II 
Timothy 1:7) that God has not given us a 
spirit of fear, but of power, and of love, and 
of a sound mind. We are not to fear the world, 
but to face it with confidence and courage. We 
are not to be ashamed of the testimony of our 
Lord. We can get some splendid lessons from 
Abraham and his world; for however much the 
world has changed, it is still a very sinful world, 
and we, as the children of God should be very 
clear in our witness for Him. 


I. Abraham and Lot Separate: Chapter 13. 


Chapter 13 is familiar ground. It tells of the 
separation which came in the household of 
Abraham between those who loved the Lord 
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supremely and those who loved the things of 
this world; between the spiritually minded and 
the carnally minded. Both Abraham and Lot 
were rich: one of these rich men put God first; 
the other put the world and its wealth first. One 
was selfish, the other unselfish; one, a pygmy, 
the other a giant. The character of Lot as 
seen in Genesis is so unbecoming a follower 
of God that we are a bit surprised to find these 
words written about him in II Peter 2:7.8, “And 
delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy con- 
versation of the wicked (For that righteous 
man dwelling among them, in seeing and hear- 
ing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day 
with their unlawful deeds) .” He is called “just” 
and “righteous,” and so he must have been a 
man of faith. If we only had the record in 
Genesis we would have felt very doubtful about 
his being a real follower of the true God. He 
certainly made a selfish choice which led to 
tragic events in his own family. He is a type, 
or illustration, of a worldly-minded Christian 
who has faith enough to save him, but lived 
an unhappy life without influence upon others; 
the kind described by Paul in I Cor. 3:15; saved, 
“vet so as by fire.” 


There was strife between the herdsmen of 
Abraham’s cattle and the herdsmen of Lot’s 
cattle, so Abraham suggested that they separate 
and gave Lot the first choice. When he saw 
the fertile plain of Jordan, well-watered, and 
fine for cattle, “as the garden of the Lord,” 
he chose that, and “pitched his tent toward 
Sodom.” “But the men of Sodom were wicked 
and sinners before the Lord exceedingly.” How 
many of God’s children have ruined their fam- 
ilies and their own lives by “pitching their 
tents” toward some wicked city! Lot soon moved 
into Sodom and became one of the prominent 
citizens of the city. We will see the awful sequel 
to his sad story later. 
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I have a feeling that Abraham was somewhat 
disappointed by his nephew’s choice. At any 
rate God spoke to him a word of encouragement 
and promise, telling him to lift up his eyes 
and look northward, southward, eastward and 
westward for all of that land should some day 
be his and his seed should be innumerable as 
the dust of the earth. So Abraham pitched 


his tent in Hebron and built an altar unto 
the Lord. 


The lesson is so clear that it needs no com- 
ment. Stand these two men up side by side 
and compare them. Lot is the type of a man 
who is trying to serve both God and mammon. 
Abraham has but One Master. We still have 
these two kinds of Christians. Mr. Moody was 
once asked what brand of Christians he liked 
best. He replied, ““The O and O brand; Out 
and out for Christ. Our Saviour likes that kind 
too. 


I]. A Great Intercessory Prayer: Chapter 18. 


1. A beautiful picture of Eastern hospitality: 
“Be not forgetful to entertain strangers : for 
thereby some have entertained angels un- 
awares.” (Hebrews 13:2) Abraham saw three 
men approaching his tent. He ran to meet them 
with the typical greeting of the time. Notice 
these expressions; “ran,” “hastened,” “make 
ready quickly,” “‘hasted.” The whole house- 
hold astir with eagerness to do all they could 
for these unexpected guests. How different 
is our modern way! There is something fine 
and refreshing in this scene; it reveals much 
about Abraham and his household. 


2. The message for Sarah that she should 


have a son takes a more definite form, and the 
time of his birth is indicated. Sarah laughs 
at the idea, and there seems to be some doubt 
in her mind, for the angel asks, Is anything 
too hard for the Lord? Sarah denied that she 
laughed, for she was afraid. 


One of the men, or angels, seems to be the 
Lord Himself, for the Lord said, Shall I hide 
from Abraham that thing which I do? He 
reveals to Abraham that He has come to see 
whether they have done altogether according 
to the cry of it, (Sodom). The men went on 


toward Sodom, but Abraham stood yet before 
the Lord. 


4. He now begins his memorable prayer for 
the wicked city, beseeching the Lord to spare 
it. He begins with fifty righteous people and 
keeps reducing the number until he reaches 
ten. Abraham seemed to be ashamed to ask 
further. Perhaps he thought that there would 
be at least that many righteous in the city. We 
see in the next chapter that God partly answered 
his prayer by saving Lot. 
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Let me emphasize two points: (1) The value 
of real Christians to a community. Ten good 
people would have saved Sodom from destruc- 
tion. Jesus said, Ye are the salt of the earth. 
One value of salt is its preserving power. The 
real Christians in the world are its most valu- 
able assets. (2) The need today for interces- 
sory prayer. This is the highest form of prayer. 
The greatest of all such prayers is, of course, 
the High Priestly prayer of our Lord in John 
17. This one by Abraham is a fine example. 
We have other samples in Moses pleading for 
Israel after they had sinned at Sinai; Daniel, 
and Ezra, and Paul. Our world needs such 
prayers today on the part of all Christians; 
the Church needs it; our friends and loved ones 
need our prayers in their behalf. 


III. The Destruction of Sodom: Chapter 19:1-29. 


There came two angels to Sodom. This seems 
to make sure that one of the three “men” who 
came to Abraham’s tent was the Lord in the 
form of man, Who remained to talk with 
Abraham. 


The revolting events related in this chapter 
give us a vivid picture of one of the worst 
cities of history. The cancer had gone too far. 
If the angels had not intervened Lot would have 
been killed by the mob gathered around the 
door. They smote the people with blindness. 


Lot is given the opportunity of trying to 
save some of the members of his family, but 
he seemed as one that mocked to his sons-in- 
law who were typical Sodomites. When morn- 
ing came the men hastened Lot and his wife 
and two daughters, and finally laid hold upon 
them and literally “dragged” them out of the 
city. He is told to escape for his life and flee 
to the mountains, but pleads to be allowed to 
go to the “little city” of Zoar. The sun rose 
as he entered this place and the Lord rained 
brimstone and fire upon the two wicked cities 
of the plain. Lot’s wife looked back and became 
a pillar of salt. The rest of the chapter tells 
of the origin of the Moabites and Ammonites, 
two of the most wicked of nations. 


What an awful end to the man who started 
out with Abraham for the Promised Land! He 
is a warning to all who would love the world 
and the things of the world, and who “pitch 
their tent toward Sodom.” 


Today the Dead Sea and the regions around 
it stand as a constant reminder of the righteous 
judgment of God upon these two cities. Let 
us remember that “except we repent we shall 
all likewise perish.” Jesus warned the people 
of His day that it would be more tolerable for 
Sodom and Gomorrah in the Day of Judgment 
than for the places which had seen His works. 
What does that mean for America? 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 19 





By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


“We Are Debtors” 


Scripture: I John 4:7-21 and Romans 1:14-17 


Hymns: 
“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” 
“Alas! And Did My Saviour Bleed” 
“There Is a Green Hill Far Away” 


(The program for this week in Presbyterian 
Youth gives detailed reports on some very un- 
usual Christian projects: (1) The program of 
the Reformed Seminary in Montpellier, France; 
(2) The Christian “communities” at the Uni- 
versity of Texas; and (3) the community of 
worship, study, and work on the island of Iona.) 


Program Leader: 


In a financial sense we do not ordinarily 
think of being in cebt as a very desirable status. 
In that light, we may find it a bit surprising 
that Paul, in his letter to the Romans, writes 
with such obvious pride of being in debt. Per- 
haps he is not speaking of money that he owes, 
but of some other kind of indebtedness. Just 
what does he mean, and is this indebtedness 
of which he speaks a condition in which all 
Christians share? 


Jesus taught His disciples to pray for the 
forgiveness of their “debts” even as they forgave 
their debtors. We are correct, if we have al- 
ready decided that this indebtedness does not 
involve owing a sum of money. It is a spiritual 
condition, and one in which all of us share. 
Since we are recognized as debtors, on the 
authority of Christ Himself, how did we get 
in this condition? 


First Speaker: 


The Bible makes it clear that all have sinned. 
“For all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God.” Romans 3:23. “There is none 
that doeth good, no, not one.” Psalm 14:3. 
The Scriptures also teach that those who are 
sinners are lost and spiritually dead. “The 
wages of sin is death.” Romans 6:23. “Where- 
fore, as by one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin; and so death passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned.” Romans 
5:12. This state of involvement in sin and 
death is a hopeless one for the sinner as far 
as he himself is concerned. There is nothing 
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he can do to save himself. He finds it impos- 
sible to measure up to the requirements of 
God’s righteousness at any time, much less to 
atone for the failures and sins of the past. The 
plight of the sinner is very much like that of 
a modern athlete who is so far behind in his 
income tax payments that he can never pay out, 
but finds his indebtedness increasing every year. 


Second Speaker: 


The picture of man in sin is one of deepest 
darkness until the love of God comes on the 
scene. The same verse which speaks of the 
“wages of sin” also tells of the “gift of God” 
which is “eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” The God of love was not willing that 
His human creation should perish because of 
their sins, but His righteousness did not permit 
Him to ignore the sin which was a violation 
of His righteousness. The wage of sin is death, 
and the wage must be paid. It was to make 
this payment that Christ came. “But when the 
fullness of time was come, God sent forth 
his Son, made of a woman, made under the 
law, to redeem them that were under the law, 
that we might receive the adoption of sons.” 
Galatians 4:4,5. “For he hath made him to 
be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in him.” 
II Corinthians 5:21. “Forasmuch as ye know 
that ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold . . . but with the 
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot.” I Peter 1:18,19. The 
terrible price which God paid for our redemp- 
tion from sin and death was the shed blood 
of His only begotten Son. 


Third Speaker: 


Because of what Christ did for us on the 
cross, it is possible for us to have life instead of 
death. The requirement is that we receive His 
deliverance by faith in His satisfactory substi- 
tution for us. “As many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on his name.” 
John 1:12. “He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life: and he that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life: but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.” John 3:36. 
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When a person becomes a Christian, a believer 
in Christ, he receives a blessing which he could 
never possibly have earned for himself. He 
can never possibly repay God for this rich gift 
throughout eternity. The person who is a 
Christian is hopelessly and permanently in debt 
to the grace of God. 


Program Leader: 


There are some people who do not like the 
idea of being in debt to God. They feel that 


it robs them of their independence. Is it not 
infinitely better to be dependent on God than 
to receive the wages of sin? It is better to be 
in debt than to be doomed for eternity. 


Once we are in debt to God, the only honor- 
able thing to do, is to try to pay back the debt. 
It is an impossible task, but God wants us to 
try. It is our way of honoring Christ and it is 
the only way of living a joy-filled life. In the 
program for next week we shall learn how to go 
about paying our debt to God. 














Bible Study for 
Circle Bible Leaders on 
“Jesus and Citizenship” 


Prepared by Morton H. Smith 
Belhaven College, Jackson, Miss. 


Lesson 6. PLENTY AND WANT 


For the help of the Circle Bible Teacher, we 
shall give the main thrust of the lesson. 


Lesson in Outline: 
1. The Fact of Plenty and Want. 


Very little needs to be said regarding the fact. 
It is such a prevalent fact in our world that we 
all know and recognize it. The appeal of modern 
Communism to the poor, makes this fact one of 
great relevance to the Christian. From the Bibli- 
cal point of view it must be recognized that the 
situation is under the control of the all-wise God. 
We should study it in this light. 


II. The .Present Situation Facing American 
Christians. 


A. Change in America. 


Our present national prosperity has come 
from God. It is a great blessing, but not without 
certain dangers accompanying it. 


B. Warning of Dr. R. L. Dabney in the 


face of increasing wealth. 


Dr. Dabney, one of our early theologians, 
gives us some very pertinent warning regarding 
wealth, based on the past history of the church. 


C. Bible warnings regarding wealth. 


Due to the dangers of wealth in the hands 
of sinful men, the Bible warns of its misuse. From 
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these warnings we learn something of the proper 
use of wealth. 


III. The Proper Use of Wealth. 


Ultimately all that we have should be used 
to the glory of God. We must be careful in our 
social application of the Gospel to be sure that 
we are actually applying the Gospel itself. ‘This 
involves the spread of the message of Christ, to 
take care of the poverty of souls of sinners. 


IV. The Gospel Itself a Matter of Plenty and 
Want. 


“Though He was rich, yet He became poor 
for your sakes, that ye through His poverty might 
be rich.” (II Corinthians 8:9) 


I. The Fact of Plenty and Want. 


If there had been no sin, and man had remained 
in the Garden of Eden, it is certain that there 
would have been no problem of plenty and want. 
The fact is, however, we are living in a world 
that is marred by sin. The result is that there are 
some who have far more than they need of this 
world’s possessions, whereas others have less than 
the minimum needed for their living. 


It is not for us here to enter into the question 
of why the entrance of sin was permitted by God, 
but we must affirm this Biblical truth, that God 
did in His Wisdom so permit it and the resulting 
world situation. The Puritan Divine, Stephen 
Charnock, in his great work on the “Attributes of 
God” says this regarding this matter: “The various 
conditions of men is also a fruit of divine wisdom. 
Some are rich, some poor; the rich have as much 
need of the poor as the poor have of the rich. If 
the poor depend upon the rich for their livelihood, 
the rich depend upon the poor for their conveni- 
ences. . . . If all were rich, there would be no 
objects for the exercise of a noble part of charity; 
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if all were poor, there were no matter for the 
exercising of it. Thus the divine wisdom planted 
various inclinations, and diversified the conditions 
of men for the public advantages of the world.” 
(The Complete Works of Stephen Charnock, Vol. 
II, p. 32f.) Richard Sibbes, one of the Puritans, 
wrote: “Sometimes God sees that poverty and want 
in this world is part of our riches, that it is good 
for us; and what is good for me is my riches. If 
poverty be good for me, I will be poor that I may 
be humble; humility is better than riches. If I be 
in want, if I have contentment, it is better than 
riches.” (Complete Works of Richard Sibbes, Vol. 
IV, p. 506.) It is certainly true, as both of these 
writers indicate, that God has established the vari- 
ous states of men, according to His wisdom and 
grace. This being the case, then even poverty may 
be good for us, as Sibbes indicates. 


The Apostle Paul indicates just such a view in 
Romans 5: ‘We rejoice in our tribulations.” (v.3), 
and again in Romans 8:28: “For we know that all 
things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them that are the called according to His 
purpose.” In that glorious chapter he indicates 
that no matter what may come, the Christian need 
not fear that he will be separated from the love of 
God in Christ, no, not even “tribulation, or 
anguish, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or peril, or sword.” “Nay in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through Him that loved us.” 
(8:25.37). There is an interesting text in Zepha- 
niah that indicates that God would bring His 
remnant through the captivity of Babylon despite 
poverty. In fact, the passage seems to indicate the 
necessity of bringing the people down to poverty 
that they might call again on the name of God. 
“But I will leave in the midst of thee an afflicted 
and poor people, and they shall take refuge in the 
name of Jehovah.” (Zeph. 3:12) Thus it is that 
God often uses our material poverty to bring to 
us spiritual riches. Of course, there have been 
exceptions to this, but all too often those who have 
been blessed materially become selfsufficient and 
have failed to seek first the Kingdom of God. 


Il. The Present Situation. 


A. Change in America. 


It is of interest to note the number of 
sermons of the period of the Puritans that deal 
with the matter of poverty. It is indicative that 
many of the people to whom they preached were 
of the poorer classes. These were the forefathers 
of this nation. They came to this land, empty- 
handed except for one thing, their Bible. They 
came to worship God as they believed He would 
have them to do. They came as a very poor people, 
but a very spiritual people. God established them 
in this land and has blessed them with material 
prosperity; but instead of remaining grateful to 
God with the same high worship, we have all too 
often allowed our worship to become externalized. 
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Schneider describes this process as it took piace 
in New England, and we submit that it has also 
happened elsewhere across this land of wealth and 
prosperity: “The Puritan thrift soon produced 
Yankee prosperity, and Yankee prosperity pro- 
duced urban aristocracies. The precariousness of 
the frontier gave place to the security of the towns. 
Luxury crept in. The younger generation could 
afford to rest a bit on their fathers’ oars. They 
had not undergone the moral discipline of the 
frontier. To them New England was home, not 
a howling wilderness. Consequently, their fathers’ 
strenuous standards began to irritate them, and 
the philosophy of God’s wonder-working providence 
began to take a hollow sound.” (Schneider, The 
Puritan Mind as quoted by DeJong in The Cove- 
nant Idea in New England Theology). The result 
of this was a falling away from the high Cal- 
vinism of their forefathers. As we look at our 
own Church, the question may well be asked as 
to whether we are not following this same path. 


B. A Word of Warning. 


A word of warning needs to be noted here 
with regard to our general secular prosperity. 
Dabney, one of the early Southern Presbyterian 
“Greats”, speaks of the situation as the “crisis of 
prosperity.” He raises the question: “Has the 
church ever been able to stand temporal prosperity 
without being poisoned by it?” He traces the 
history of the Church to indicate that all too often 
prosperity has been the cause for the deterioration 
of the Church. For example, with the acceptance 
of Christianity by Constantine, the Church which 
had up to that date stood firm for the faith, even 
by the blood of many martyrs was to decline over 
the next three hundred years into the corrupt 
system of the papacy, which was a blight on the 
whole church for another thousand years. The 
Protestant Reformation was “born and grew amidst 
reproach, danger, and strife.” Yet with the ma- 
terial gain of Protestantism there has been the 
spiritual decline. “The danger arising from tem- 
poral ease and plenty is one which leads the 
Christian away from his fountain of strength, the 
mercy seat, just in degree as the danger becomes 
more imminent.” On the basis of the rising pros- 
perity that Dabney saw coming to America, he 
said, “Should not the teachers and rulers of the 
churches lift their voices in warning more loudly 
even than Knox called upon his countrymen to 
stand for their lives and liberties against popes 
and tyrants? And should not every Christian gird 
himself against the danger, with a spirit more 
earnest, cautious and prayerful than if he were 
counting the cost for a final warfare with perse- 
cution?”’ After saying this, Dabney then makes 
this prediction: “We utter a most deliberate and 
sorrowful conviction when we say, that in our 
opinion, unless we bestir ourselves with a wise 
alarm and diligence, utterly unlike our present 
conduct, and entirely above any previous church 
has ever been able to attain in the like case, this 
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present ease will be our ruin, and future history 
will date ‘the decline and fall’ of American Chris- 
tianity from our generation.” These are very 
serious and solemn words of warning, and they 
are still most appropriate for our Church in this 
day. 


C. The Bible and Wealth. 


It is difficult for us to face the following 
Scriptures in the light of our increased wealth: 
“Woe to them that join house to house, that lay 
field to field . . .” (Isaiah 5:8). “Woe to them 
that are at ease in Zion” (Amos 6:1). Jesus says 
the same thing in Luke 6:24: “But woe unto you 
that are rich for ye have received your consolation. 
Woe unto you, ye that are full now! For ye shall 
hunger.” James, our Lord’s brother, says: “Come 
now, ye rich, weep and howl for your miseries that 
are coming upon you. Your riches are corrupted, 
and your garments are moth-eaten.” (5:1-2). 


The Bible in these passages is not teaching that 
wealth per se is absolutely and necessarily evil, but 
as Jesus indicates: “It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man 
to enter into the kingdom of God.” (Matt. 19:24). 
This passage does not teach that a rich man cannot 
go into the kingdom of heaven, but it does speak 
of the great difficulties that are connected with 
wealth and with the acceptance of the Gospel with 
its requirements. The Gospel requires humility, a 
sense of complete and utter dependence upon God 
and His Saviour for salvation. “Whosoever will 
be chief among you, let him be your servant: even 
as the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister and to give his life a ransom for 
many.” (Matt. 20:27-28). How hard it is when 
we feel ourselves to be self-sufficient to come to 
the sense of need that is prerequisite to the accep- 
tance of Christ as Saviour! 


III. Proper Use of Wealth Involves the Spiritual. 


For the true Christian, who is rich spiritually, 
and who is also blessed by God with material 
blessings, there are tremendous responsibilities. We 
should remember that all the wealth that we may 
have is the gift of God to us, and that we are 
stewards only. All we have is to be used to the 
glory of God. How vain is the man who has no 
other purpose in life than to spend all his efforts 
and labor on himself. As the writer of Ecclesi- 
astes says, ““‘all is vanity” without God. The 
person with wealth, who knows God through the 
Lord Jesus Christ, has the very great privilege of 
using all that God has given him to the glory of 
God. He has the privilege of contributing to the 
advancement of the Gospel cause in the various 
causes of the Church, and of relieving much of the 
sorrow and suffering in the world through his 
acts of charity. 


Dabney points out the fact that God in blessing 
us with material prosperity, though putting us to 
the test, is not designing to bring us down in our 
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spiritual life, but rather would challenge us to 
new heights of service to Him. “We must be 
unlike all the outwardly prosperous churches which 
have ever gone before us, in the use which we 
make of our prosperity. We must be as distinguished 
for our large-hearted liberality and our expanded 
plans of beneficence as we are for riches and tem- 
poral privileges. We must burst forth on every 
side into a magnificence of a missionary enterprise, 
as marvelous as the growth of our commerce, arts, 
agriculture, and general prosperity.” ‘This is the 
God-given “‘safety-valve” for the danger of pros- 
perity, both for the Church and for the individual. 
If the Christian people practiced more of the genu- 
ine charity that it is our duty to practice, we would 
have less of the danger of a “welfare state” hanging 
over us. Not only would there be the benefit of 
the relieving of misery by the Church, but there 
would also be the opening of doors to the spread 
of the Gospel. This is the very thing that is prac- 
ticed by our missionaries on the field. They take 
with them doctors and nurses and teachers to help 
relieve the physical and temporal needs of the 
heathen people around them, and for the one pur- 
pose to open their hearts to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. If we only were more concerned for those 
around us in this regard, we would find our witness 
for the Gospel so much more effective. 


Jesus Himself sets this very example. In the 
preaching at Nazareth recorded in Luke 4:16-30, 
we find Him indicating that He has been sent to 
preach the Gospel to the poor, release to the cap- 
tives, recovering of sight to the blind, and to set 
at liberty the bruised. All of these physical figures 
point to the spiritual gospel, the spiritual release 
and healing, yet Jesus Himself used the ministry 
of mercy to bring the spiritual message to those 
around Him. This was certainly the case in healing 
the blind man recorded in John 9. It is also the 
case of the man let down through the roof, to 
whom He declared forgiveness of sins even before 
the physical healing. The physical healing was 
simply used as a case of demonstration of his true 
power to forgive (See Mark 2:7-12). It is essen- 
tial to realize that as we deal with the social im- 
plication of the Gospel in this and the other matters 
under this whole topic of “Jesus and Citizenship”, 
that we keep in mind the fact that just to help 
the physical condition of those around us and not 
to deal with the spiritual needs is worse than not 
helping at all. For if we by our failure to witness 
concerning the Gospel make life here more pleasant, 
so that they are even less aware of their need of a 
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Saviour, then we have only made their road to hell 
easier. The truly Christian approach to the matter 
of the social application of the Gospel is to recog- 
nize that “there can be no applied Christianity 
unless there is a ‘Christianity to apply’.” (Machen, 
Christianity and Liberalism, p.155). The liberal 
who believes that Christianity is only application, 
that it is only a way of life, has a salvation of 
works and not one of God’s free Grace in Christ 
Jesus, as taught by the Scriptures. Jesus certainly 
did not merely deal with the physical and external 
matters, but went to the root problem that lies at 
the heart of all the ills of the world—sin. 


\V. The Gospel Itself a Matter of Plenty and 
W ant. 


This brings us to one of the great texts on the 
matter of poverty and wealth, namely, II Cor- 
inthians 8:9. “For ye know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet He 
became poor for your sakes, that ye through his 
poverty might be rich.” What a rich text this is! 


A. Christ was rich, 


He was rich as the Second Person of the 
Trinity. He was rich as the Son of God. He was 
heir of heaven and earth, rich in every way. Rich- 
ness implies plenty. He had plenty in all excellent 
things. “The silver is mine, and the gold is mine.” 

Hag. 2:8). “The earth is the Lord’s, and the ful- 
ness thereof.”” (Ps. 24:1). He it is that has made it 
ill. “All things have been created through Him, 
and unto Him.” (Col. 1:16). He was and is rich 
beyond our comprehension: rich by nature and by 
work of creation. He was rich as God because 
He was God. He existed in the form of God, and 
counted the being on an equality with God not a 
thing to be grasped. Because He was what God 
was, He was and is as rich as God is. When we 
think of Him how we need to think of Him as 
the all-Glorious Ever-living God, full of all Glory 
and Majesty! This is Jesus Christ of whom Paul 
spoke. 


B. Christ became poor. 


Having seen Him in all His glory and majesty, 
we come to the next part of the text that says this 
infinitely rich One became poor. We might well 
ask how this is possible. It is only by the miraculous 
entrance of Jesus into the world by means of the 
virgin birth, whereby He took upon Himself human 
flesh. This act we call the Incarnation. It is 
most striking to note the fact that according to 
Romans 8:3 He did not take on the form of un- 
fallen man, but rather the “likeness of sinful flesh.” 
It was the flesh subject to punishment and capable 
of suffering. Not only did He take our flesh, 
but in Philippians 2:7-8 Paul indicates that this 
humiliation involved also the taking on of the 
condition of mankind. “Taking the form of a 
servant, being made in the likeness of man; and 
veing found in fashion as a man, He humbled 
Himself, becoming obedient even unto death, yea, 
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the death of the cross.” This was truly the essence 
of being a servant. He who was the only Lawgiver 
in Zion became the Servant, obedient to that Law. 
Not only did He obey the law in the active sense 
of keeping its precepts, but He also kept the law 
passively in that He paid the penalty for those 
who break it. He Himself was completely without 
sin, and did not need to pay this penalty for Him- 
self, but because of our utter helplessness as sin- 
ners He stooped in this way to help us. He took 
upon Himself our sins. He who knew no sin was 
made sin for us. He became a curse for us (Gal. 
3:13). And not only this, but He became utterly 
poor for us in that He laid down His life for 
us (John 10:17-18). From the point of view of 
the world, death is the utmost of poverty, when 
life is gone, all is gone. Even the manner of His 
death speaks of His poverty. He was stripped of 
all His worldly goods, even His clothing. His 
friends forsook Him. His poverty of body was 
only exceeded by the poverty of soul which He 
experienced. For in the hours of darkness on the 
Cross He experienced the poverty of hell, the 
poverty of being God-forsaken. Because He was 
bearing the sins of the world, the wrath of God 
Himself was poured out on Him there. Yes, He 
who was rich became poor, utterly and completely 
poor. 


Yet, in all His poverty, Jesus sets the true and 
proper example for the poor of this world. He 
did not become a beggar, but continued through- 
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out all His life, and even in His death, to do the 
work whereunto He was sent. So also Paul in 
Thessalonians indicates that those who do not 
work ought not to be fed by the others (II Thess. 
3:10). We hear no voice of complaint from 
Christ through His life of poverty. He “learned 
obedience by the things which He suffered.” (He- 
brews 5:8). He certainly is the Example of One 
Who was content with His state. Paul in the same 
epistle in which he exhorts us to have the same 
mind as that which Christ had in His Incarnation 
and humiliation tells us of his own experience in 
this regard. “I have learned, in whatsoever state 
I am, therewith to be content. I know how to be 
abased, and I know also how to abound; in every- 
thing and in all things have I learned the secret 
both to be filled and to be hungry, both to abound 
and to be in want. I can do all things in Him that 
strengthenth me.” (Phil. 4:11-13). 


C. He became poor “for your sakes”. 


His very act of becoming poor was not self- 
centered or self-concerned, but out of concern for 
others. He did not become poor in order to enrich 
Himself. He was possessor of all that God pos- 
sessed. He needed to earn nothing for Himself, 
but due to our sinfulness, and to our state of 
utter depravity and inability to help ourselves, He, 
out of His love and compassion for us, deigned to 
come and to work out our salvation for us. Our 
sin deserved the wrath and curse of God. He be- 
came a Servant in order to bear that penalty, to 
appease the wrath of God. It is through the re- 
demption in Christ’s blood, which was a sacrifice 
that propitiated the wrath of God, that God could 
reveal Himself both Just and Justifier of them that 
received Him (Rom. (3:24-26). 


The end that He had in view was to bring us 
from our state of poverty to the state of riches. 
By His taking our debts upon Himself, He in turn 
imputed to us His riches. We are justified freely 
from our sins, because they are punished in Him. 
What is more, we are offered in Him not only 
forgiveness of sins, but also life everlasting. This 
life everlasting is not merely a life of indefinite 
quantity, but one of new quality. It is the life 
mort abundant. It is a life that has been freed 
from the bondage of sin. In Him we have a lib- 
erty of access to God (Rom. 5:2; Heb. 4:14-16). 
Our very poverty becomes for us riches in Christ, 
for in Him we have the assurance that God does 
work all to our good. And, of course, we rest in 
the confident hope of future glory with God in 
heaven, when we shall realize fully the joint heir- 
ship that has been granted to us in Christ. 


V. Our Responsibilities as Christian Citizens in 
Regard to Plenty and Want. 


First, we have seen the fact that our various 
states are God-ordained. We should learn to be 
content with the state in which we find ourselves 
under God. This is not to indicate that we should 
not labor to advance from one condition to another, 
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but that we should not covet that which we do not 
have, but rather accept what we have as from God 


Himself, and be thankful for it. 


Second, if we have been blessed with material 
goods, remember that they come from God to us. 
We are but His stewards in all that we have and 
are, and we should seek His glory in all that we 
do. Thus we should dedicate all of our goods to 
His glory, and seek to use them in a way well 
pleasing to Him. 

Third, as Christians, it is not sufficient that we 
give material goods to those in need, but it is even 
more important that we give the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to the world which is so much in need of 
Him. Our giving of material goods should be to 
the end that we may better be enabled to present 
the Gospel. 
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Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 

in Day by Day 

By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, May 19, Gen. 24:1-9.. Because of his 
faith and obedience, Abraham, in his old age, 
could look back and see Ged’s hand upon his 
life (v.1-7). Because of this, he could look con- 
fidently to God to lead in choosing a wife for 
his son, Isaac (v.7). Read the story of the jour- 
ney of Abraham’s servant and see how God ful- 
filled Abraham’s expectations (vv.10-61) . Notice 
how Abraham's servant prayed specifically for 
guidance (vv.12-14) and how specifically God 
answered his prayers (vv.15-21). Abraham had 
told his servant to find a wife for Isaac among 
his own kinsmen (vv.3-4). Rebekah was the 
grand-daughter of Nahor, Abraham's brother 
(vv.15,23-25). Observe the servant's reaction as 
he saw God answer prayer (vv.26-27,51-52). As 
we learn to trust God and obey Him, we too, 
will see Him answer specific prayer in our be- 
half. 


Monday, May 20, Mark 1:16-20. Peter had 
been introduced to Jesus by Andrew at the 
very beginning of Christ’s ministry (John 1:40- 
41). Notice how Andrew, who had been a 
follower of John the Baptist, followed Jesus 
from the very beginning of His ministry (John 
1:35-42). In the moving days they no doubt 
followed Christ as time allowed (John 3:22). 
Some eight months lapsed before Jesus left 
Judea for Galilee (John 4:1-3, Mark 1:14). Thus 
it was not as total strangers that Peter and An- 
drew were called by Christ (vv. 16-18). For 
what purpose did Jesus call Andrew and Peter 
in v. 17? In what way was the call for deeper 
discipleship? What sacrifice was required (v.18) ? 
From time to time Christ will call us into 
deeper discipleship with Him that may invoke 
sacrifice. Yet a greater usefulness in His service 
will result. 


Tuesday, May 21, I Cor. 1:26-31. Read 
through vv. 18-3! and try to understand God's 
point of view concerning the things man tends 
to boast about. How is the cross an example 
of foolishness to the mind of man (vv.18-25) ? 
Why did God reveal Himself to man in such 
a way on the cross (vv. 18-21)? What reasons 
can you fnd in vv. 26-29 for God’s choosing 
unimportant people to be His followers? Can 
you see from vv. 18-29 how utterly abominable 
human pride is in God’s sight? What results 
when we yield ourselves to God’s ways (vv.18, 
24,30)? How then are God’s “foolish” ways 
really better than man’s “wise” ways? When the 
Christian boasts it is of the Lord’s deeds and 


not his own human position or achievements 
(v.31). 
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Wednesday, May 22, Acts 1:4-9. 
book” (v.1) is the Gospel of Luke. How does 
Luke summarize the last days Jesus was on 


The “first 


earth (vv.2-3)? What commands did Christ 
give His disciples (vv.4,8)? What promises are 
found (vv.5,8)? Notice how the promises are 
related to the commands. Can a person witness 
for Christ unless he has waited upon God in 
prayer for power? How did Jesus also stress 
the importance of having an understanding of 
His message (v.3)? Was this understanding 
complete (vv.6,7)? Can one witness for Christ 
without a knowledge of his faith? Is knowl- 
edge without power sufficient; zeal without 
knowledge? In which of these might you lack? 


Thursday, May 23, Matt. 28:16-20. Momentous 
days were upon the disciples. Christ had risen 
(vv.1-10) and was giving them their final 
“marching orders’ before they went out to the 
roads of the earth (vv.16-20). Notice the new 
relation with which Christ regarded His disciples 
(v.10). Observe their own attitude toward 
Him (v.l7a). Think on the Great Commis- 
sion (vv.18-20). What is the specific command 
in v.19a? What does the “therefore” in v. 19a 
refer to? Because Christ’s authority is all in- 
clusive (v.18) His Gospel is to embrace all 
nations (v. 19a). In what two ways is the 
Church to disciple the nations (vv. 19b, 20) ? 
Notice the promise of v. 20b. How does the 
statement of v. 18 make it meaningful? Does 
Christ's presence and the authority of His mes- 


sage burden you for the World Mission of the 
Church? 


Friday, May 24, Luke 9:1-6. Jesus, pressed 
by the crowds (see 8:40-56), commissioned His 
twelve disciples (9:1-6). He empowered them 
to do exactly the same things He had been doing 

(9:1-2). Observe the authority they represented 
(vv.4- 3). What were evidently the results of 
their mission (v.6)? What type of reaction did 
the mission help stir up (vv.7-9)? The charge 
Jesus gave His disciples in v. 3 does not apply 


$ Presbyterian U. S. Series 
of 


THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
On the 1957 Forward With Christ Theme 
of Christian Citizenship 


Speaker: 
Rev. 
Kenneth C. Phifer 
Topic for 
Sunday, May 19 
“A People and 
Their Politics” 
Consult Local 
Newspapers for 
Time and Station 
Write for Copies 
of Messages 
DIVISION OF RADIO AND TELEVISION 


1805 Clifton Road, N.E. Atlanta 6, Ga. 3 
POCORODDDDOOOODOOODD 







PAGE 25 


to the Christian worker today nor did it apply 
in the early Church (it was superseded by the 
charge of 22:35-38). The mission was one of 
a series of steps that led the disciples to recog- 
nize who Christ was (vv.18-20). When you get 
involved in the Lord’s work are you mindful 
that God is trying to teach you some spiritual 
truth through it? 


Saturday, May 25, Mark 10:13-16. Children 
were not afraid of Jesus. Notice how important 
they were to Him (vv.14-16). Observe how 


central was the truth He taught about children 
and the Kingdom of God (vv.14-15). What 


qualities do you think Jesus saw in children 
that would make Him say “for of such is the 
Kingdom of God’? How would the quality 
of humility be manifested? the quality of trust? 
of dependence? Contrast the child-like quali. 
ties of v.14-15 with that of the Pharisees in 
v.2-9. If the Pharisees had had these qualities 
what women would they have asked the question 
of v. 2? What do wv. 20, 22 especially reveal 
about the rich young ruler that caused Jesus 
to say the words of vv.23, 25? How do wv. 20, 22 
reveal a lack of a child-like faith? What qual- 
ities might there be in you that reveal a lack 
of a child-like faith in the Lord? 





NEWS 





CHURCHE ES 








NORTH CAROLINA 


Mecklenburg Presbytery held its 216th stated 
session in the Clanton Memorial Church of Char- 
lotte, of which Rev. W. B. McSwain is pastor. Dr. 
W. M. Boyce, Sr., succeeded Rev. David Wilkinson 
as moderator. Rev. R. Flay Riddle was received 
by transfer from the Presbytery of South Carolina 
and a commission was appointed to install him 
pastor of the Robinson Presbyterian Church. Rev. 
Harry H. Bryan was received from Kanawha 
Presbytery in order that he might be the assistant 
pastor of the Covenant Presbyterian Church. Can- 
didates J. R. Hobson, of West Hanover Presbytery, 
and James R. Lloyd, of Granville Presbytery, were 
received and were, with our own candidate S. 
Monroe Busch, examined and licensed to preach 
the Gospel. Commissions were appointed to ordain 
and install them as follows: Mr. Hobson at the 
Ridgecrest and Oakboro Churches; Mr. Lloyd at 
the Park Avenue Church; and Mr. Busch at the 
Locust and Indian Hill Churches. 


Mr. J. W. Easter, Jr., a member of the Hamlet 
First Church and a student at Presbyterian Col- 
lege, and Mr. J. W. Sandifer, Jr., a member of 
the Caldwell Memorial Church and a Senior at 
Davidson College, were received as candidates for 
the ministry. 


Rev. J. C. McGehee was at his request trans- 
ferred to West Hanover Presbytery. During the 
interim between Presbyteries the pastoral relation- 
ship between Rev. Watt M. Cooper and the Steele 
Creek Presbyterian Church was dissolved and he 
was transferred to Winston-Salem Presbytery; Rev. 
M. G. Lyerly had resigned as pastor of the Small- 
wood Church and was transferred to Harmony 
Presbytery; Rev. C. McDonald Coffey, III, had re- 
signed as pastor of the Ridgecrest and ‘Oakboro 
Churches in order that he might continue his 
studies at Union Theoolgical Seminary; and Rev. 
C. H. McLean had resigned at East Monroe and 


Turner and was transferred to Wilmington Pres- 
bytery. 


The change of the name of the Tenth Avenue 
Church to the Third Presbyterian Church was ap- 
proved. Miss Virginia Morris, new area worker for 
the Presbytery was presented. Mrs. Loyd C. 
Ardrey, president of the Women of Mecklenburg 
Presbytery, gave the annual progress report. Mr. 
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Cameron Deans, General Manager of the de- 
nomination’s Board of Christian Education’s Di- 
vision of Publication, in addressing the Presbytery 
announced that it was the intention of his Board 
to open a Presbyterian Bookstore in Charlotte 
during this year. The Presbytery passed a resolu- 
tion looking with favor upon their action. 


Rev. A. T. Taylor, of the Marks Creek, Marston, 
McLean and Rourk Presbyterian Churches, was 
nominated for the next moderator of the Presby- 
tery to be held in the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church on July 16th. 


Rev. Malcolm R. Williamson, Stated Clerk, was 
assisted by Rev. A. Leslie Thompson and Rev. 
R. W. Rayburn. 


R. H. Stone, Secretary 





Davidson—John C. Bernhardt, Jr., of Lenoir has 
been elected president of the rising senior class 
at Davidson College. 


The position carries with it ex-officio member 
ship in the Davidson student council and is one 
of the outstanding honors open to students. 


John is the son of Mr. and Mrs. John C. Bern- 
hardt, Sr., of 325 Woodside Place, Lenoir, and 
attended Lenoir high and the Woodberry Forest 
school in Virginia. 


At Davidson he has been an outsanding all- 
round student, maintaining an average of better 
than B plus, and holding membership in the Kappa 
Sigma social fraternity, varsity wrestling team, 
chapel choir and Eumenean Literary society. He 
has also been a staff member of the student news- 
paper. 


John has served as a junior board member of 
the YMCA, vice-president of the student body and 
as secretary-treasurer of his class, and last year 
was awarded the David Halbert Howard, Jr. me- 
morial prize in chemistry. 


Robert G. (Bob) Jones of Norfolk, Va., has 
been elected president of the Intrafraternity 
Council at Davidson College for the 1957-58 aca- 
demic year. 
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Jones, a rising senior, succeeds Alvin Perkinson 
of Chattanooga, Tenn., in the position, highest 
awarded in the college’s social activities. 


Don Carmichael of Louisville, Ky., was elected 
vice-president and Pat Woodward of Quincy, Fla., 
secretary-treasurer. 


Six Davidson College seniors have been awarded 
graduate scholarships in physics at six leading in- 
stitutions. 


All of the students have majored in physics at 
Davidson and plan careers in research, teaching or 
industry after earning graduate degrees. They 
are: 


John C. Hill of Blacksburg, Va., who has been 
awarded an assistant-ship in physics at Purdue 
University. 


John M. Hunter of Shelby, an assistantship at 
the University of Colorado. 


Don I. McRee of Newton, an assistantship at 
Duke University. 


Jerry L. Pietenpol of Davidson, an assistantship 
at Columbia University, New York. 


J. Thomas Ratchford of North Belmont, a Du- 
Pont Fellowship at the University of Virginia. 


Frank C. Robert of Hampden-Sydney, Va., an 
Atomic Energy Commission fellowship at Vander- 
bilt University. 





Tryon—The Tryon church (Kings’ Mt. Presby- 
tery) received a boost to its building program on 
Easter Sunday morning, when, following the morn- 
ing worship, J. Frank Gallimore, chairman of the 
building committee, announced that an anonymous 
donor had offered to contribute in its entirety the 
church sanctuary and its furnishings. 


Architects Meriwether and Brady have estimated 
the cost of the proposed sanctuary and educational 
building at $125,000. 


In a letter to the church, the donor stated: “I 
wish to make this sanctuary principally a memorial 
to the glory of God and much more humbly to my 
sister who was buried at sea October 7, 1918, while 
enroute to the front in France for war service.” 


Plans have been approved by the congregation 
for the new church and work will begin in the 
near future. A building site of four acres has been 
purchased at the Harmon Field Road, near the 
historic Pacelot Plantation. Rev. Joe Wagner is 
the pastor of the church. 





Maxton—Students in college who wish defer- 
ment from military service for the duration of 
their college attendance may take a Selective Serv- 
ice College Qualification Test at Presbyterian 
Junior College on May 16, according to an an- 
nouncement received by Presbyterian Junior Col- 
lege this week from Selective Service Testing 
Station. Applicants must secure a blank from a 
local board and it must be mailed by midnight on 
May 6, Presbyterian Junior College has served 
as a Selective Service Testing Center, Number 785, 


for several years. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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MISSISSIPPI 


Hattiesburg—The Presbytery of Meridian met 
in regular spring session on April 16, in West- 
minster Church, Hattiesburg, Miss. Rev. Claude 
Cluney is pastor of the host church. 


The Moderator, Rev. Morton H. Smith, pre- 
sided. Rev. W. W. Bagby is the Permanent Clerk. 


The doctrinal sermon was preached by Rev. 
Merlin F. Usner on the assigned subject: “The 
Humanity of Jesus.” 


There were 34 Ministers and 42 Ruling Elders 
present, and a number of visitors. 


Mr. Richard Oliver Whitney, a member of the 
Presbyterian Church, Waynesboro, was received as 
a Candidate for the Ministry. 


Rev. L. A. Beckman, Jr., who has served the 
Presbytery for the past 17 years as Stated Clerk 
and the past 10 years as Superintendent of Home 
Missions, submitted his resignations. They were 
accepted. He was given a Certificate of Transfer 
to the Presbytery of Savannah, he having accepted 
a call to the office of Executive Secretary of that 
Presbytery. 


The Home Mission Committee was instructed to 
seek a suitable man to take the office of Superin- 
tendent of Home Missions. 


Mr. E. Watson Wood, 25 Washington Avenue, 
Ocean Springs, Miss., was elected as Stated Clerk. 
He is a Ruling Elder in the Ocean Springs Church, 
and took office May 1. 


The next regular meeting of the Presbytery, a 
Stated Meeting, will be held in the Presbyterian 
Church, Wiggins, Miss., July 16. 

L. A. Beckman, Jr., Stated Clerk 





Dr. Percy H. Easom 


Whereas, God, in His infinite wisdom on March 
10, 1957, called unto Himself His faithful servant, 
our dear friend and brother, Ruling Elder Percy H. 
Easom, we the session of the Raymond Presby- 
terian Church, of Raymond, Mississippi, desire to 
pay tribute to the life and labor of our departed 
friend. 


Dr. Easom was born in Scott County, Mississippi, 
on November 2, 1888, and spent his entire life in 
his native state. For the past sixteen years he 
had lived in Raymond, having formerly lived for 
some years in Jackson. 


He was Co-ordinator of Negro Education for the 
State of Mississippi for the past twenty-eight 
years. He was recognized as one of the state’s 
most valued citizens. 


AUTHORS WANTED 
BY N. Y. PUBLISHER 





New York, N. Y¥Y.—One of the nation’s largest book 
publishers is seeking manuscripts of all types—fiction, 
non-fiction, poetry. Special attention to new writers. 
If your work is ready for publication, send for booklet 
SJ—ir’s free. Vantage Press, 120 W. 31st St., New 
York 1. 
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He was made an elder in the Raymond Presby- 
terian Church on May 25, 1941, and he served in 
that capacity until his passing. For sixteen years 
he taught an adult Bible class, serving wisely, 
faithfully, and willingly during this time. As a 
member of the session, his counsel and cooperation 
were in evidence on all occasions. He will be 
sorely missed from his accustomed place. 


Therefore, be it resolved: That a copy of this 
resolution be sent to his beloved wife, and to each 
of his three children; that a copy be placed in the 
minutes of this session and that copies be sent to 
the Clarion-Ledger, the Christian Observer, and 
the Southern Presbyterian Journal for publication. 


Adopted by the session of the Raymond Presby- 
terian Church, Raymond, Mississippi, on April 7, 
1957. 

George H. Kirker 
Charles L. Long 
Jack C. Treloar, Jr. 
L. Kenneth Clark 





Jackson—During the week of March 31st through 
April 7th, there was conducted a Revival Service 
with Dr. Albert Sidney Johnson, former pastor of 
the following churches: The First Presbyterian 
Church of Charlotte, North Carolina, the High- 
land Presbyterian Church of Birmingham, Ala- 
bama, and the First Presbyterian Church of Jack- 
son, Tennessee. Dr. Johnson preached twice on 
Sunday, March 31st, and twice on April 7th; dur- 
ing the week Dr. Johnson preached only at the 
evening service. Many families were strengthened 
by the preaching of the Word of God, and through 
the work of the Holy Spirit. During the week there 
were some thirty-five families that pledged to set 
up their Family Altars, starting the next day. 


Thirty young children presented themselves, con- 
fessing Christ Jesus as their Lord and Saviour, 
and there was organized what Dr. Johnson was 
pleased to call a Tract Club. He limited the mem- 
bership, as he invited some ten men of the con- 
gregation and fifteen ladies who would for the 
next eight months use with their correspondence 
this vital testimony of inserting a Christian Gospel 
Tract in their letters. And after the Service a 
Ruling Elder requested that he have the privilege 
of purchasing the first supply of tracts for the 
newly founded Tract Club. 





Fairfield — The Stated Spring Meeting of the 
Presbytery of Lexington will be in the Presby- 
terian Church, Lexington, Virginia, Tuesday, May 
14, 1957, at 9:30 a. m. This will be a two-day 
meeting, with inspirational addresses by Dr. David 
K. Allen, President, Davis and Elkins College, 
Elkins, West Virginia. 

Jonathan Edwards, 
Stated Clerk 





Martinsville — On Tuesday, April 9, 1957, Mont- 
gomery Presbytery held its 244th Stated Meeting 
in the Anderson Memorial Presbyterian Church of 
Martinsville, Virginia. There were present forty- 
two ministers and fifty-one Ruling Elders. 


Rev. A. S. Burdette was elected Moderator and 
Rev. Elwood D. Vaughan was nominated to be 
Moderator of the Summer (the 245th) Stated 
Meeting. 


Mr. Elwood D. Vaughan of the Salem Church 
and Lewis Dale Roberts from the Mallow Church 
were received as Candidates for the Ministry of 
the Gospel. 
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Candidate James Glen Carpenter from New 
Orleans Presbytery was transferred by letter to 
our Presbytery and licensed to preach as a Pro- 
bationer. He received a call to become pastor of 
the Forest Hills Presbyterian Church of Martins- 
ville, Virginia. A Commission was appointed to 
ordain him as a minister and install him as the 
pastor of the Forest Hills Church on June 30, 1957. 


Rev. Ralph M. Piland was dismissed to Lexing- 
ton Presbytery that he may become pastor of the 
Second Presbyterian Church of Waynesboro, Vir- 
ginia. 

Rev. J. Harris Stephens was dismissed to East 
Hanover Presbyte: y in order that he may become 
pastor of the Trinity Presbyterian Church of Rich- 
mond, Virginia. 


Rev. Peter G. Cosby, III, was reelected Perma- 
nent Clerk for a three year term. 


Commissions were appointed to organize the 
churches of Colonial and Covenant; both of Roa- 
noke, Virginia. Rev. Robert F. Field is on hand, 
serving as pastor of the Colonial Presbyterian 
Church, and Sam R. Hope has been called to be 
pastor of the Covenant Church. 


Presbytery voted to change the name of the Mel- 
rose Church to that of the Westminster Presby- 
terian Church of Roanoke, Virginia, as that church 
prepares to relocate in the Norwood section just 
outside the bounds of Roanoke. 


Presbytery set $4500.00 as the minimum salary 
for the pastors of our Presbytery. 


Presbytery voted to accept the invitation of the 
Blacksburg Church to hold its 245th Stated Meet- 
ing in it on July 23, 1957. 

E. W. Smith 


Stated Clerk 


4 





COLUMBIA 
‘THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Decatur, Georgia 


Graduate Summer School 
August 6-30, 1957 


Courses in 
Bible, Christian Education and History 


Professors Cartledge, Gailey, 
Gutzke and Robinson 


Summer Language School 
July 17 - Sept. 7, 1957 
Intensive Courses in Greek and Hebrew 


taught by 
Professors Cartledge and Gailey 


Early Enrollment Recommended 


Address inquiries to: 
DEAN S. A. CARTLEDGE 
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